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LINDA DUNCAN IS ALBERTA’S ONLY 
OPPOSITION MP, AND SEE MAGAZINE'S 
ONLY CHOICE FOR PERSON OF THE YEAR 





_ After Parliament was suspended and talk of 
a coalition government was winding down in 
mid-December, Linda Duncan was on a plane 
to a climate change conference in Poznan, Po- 
land. 

The sound system on the eight-hour flight 
was down and there was no TV. Duncan was 
plowing though a pile of old issues of The New 
Yorker she'd brought along when she noticed 
that Jim Prentice, Canada’s environment min- 
ister, was on the same flight. 

The 59-year-old walked down the aisle and of- 
fered him a couple of magazines. In exchange, 
she wanted national regulations on mercury 
emmissions from coal power plants. 

Their trade didn’t result in any actual chang- 
es, but Duncan did kickstart what she expects 
will be an ongoing conversation. 

“T've just decided that’s how I’m going to do 
it,” she says, laughing at her first attempts as 
an MP. “I’m used to dealing with Conserva- 
tives.” 

Duncan was the only opposition MP from Al- 
berta elected to Parliament in the October fed- 

“eral election, a feat that alone makes her one of 

‘the biggest Edmonton newsmakers of the year. 

When the Liberals and the NDP signed their 
istoric agreement to form a coalition govern- 
ent, her international experience as an envi- 
onmental lawyer also aroused speculation that 
he could become the first-ever federal NDP 
nvironment minister. 

At home in Edmonton, her constituency 

ffice in Old Strathcona still doesn’t have an 

nternet connection and she’s just finished 
iring her staff. 

Duncan downplays any expectations that 

e'll hold a cabinet post in the New Year. In- 

ead, she casts herself as the bumbling new 

P, trying to figure out how to help her con- 
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stituents with immigration and unemployment 
claims. 

She admits to feeling a little discombobulated 
by her first eight weeks as an MP commuting 
to Ottawa. She has returned each weekend to 
Edmonton, even when it looked as if a coalition 
government might propel her into a cabinet 
role. She only just signed a lease on an Ottawa 
apartment, and left finding furniture until after 
the holidays. 

“T've never been so tired in my life,” she says, 
her usual frantic energy noticeably lowered 

But the near-government experience is just 
one of a number of firsts for the environmental 
and community activist. 

She founded the Environmental Law Centre 
in Edmonton in 1981, after receiving a law de- 
gree from the University of Alberta. The centre 


held strong views about environmental protec- 
tion. “She's not dogmatic,” Tingley says. “She’s 
about solving human problems.” 

Part of that was her upbringing in Edmonton. 
Her father was a Liberal, and the debates she 
had with her two sisters and brother around 
the dinner table were political, but rarely, as 
she puts it “big-P partisan.” 

Her father and grandfather were both law- 
yers, and there was always someone at the ta- 
ble willing to play devil’s advocate for the sake 
of a robust argument 

They were a tight family, and spent a lot of 
time hiking and at Wabamun Lake during the 
summer. Although her work as an interna- 
tional environmental law consultant took her 
to Jakarta, Whitehorse, and Montreal, she re- 
mained close to them into adulthood. 





"I THINK IN MANY WAYS I WAS ELECTED NOT SO MUCH BECAUSE I WAS 
PART OF ONE PARTY, BUT BECAUSE PEOPLE SAW SOMEONE WHO 
WAS WILLING TO SPEAK UP FOR THE UNDERDOG.” 





was a first in Alberta and provided a resource 
for lawyers practicing in the relatively new area 
and for citizens learning about their rights. 

Donna Tingley, currently a member of the 
provincial Natural Resources Conservation 
Board, worked with Duncan at the Environ- 
mental Law Centre in the early years when 
Tingley served as executive director. Environ- 
mental law can be stressful and depressing, but 
Tingley says Duncan always found the joyful, 
human side of the work. 

Tingley also admired Duncan's ability to reach 
across ideological lines. When the two were 
involved in the Clean Air Strategic Alliance, 
a multi-stakeholder group that provides rec- 
ommendations to the provincial government, 
Duncan was able to work out agreements with 
industry and other players, even though she 
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Tragedy struck in the late 1990s, when her 
two sisters and father all died of separate ill- 
nesses within three years of each other. Instead 
of continuing her work in the Yukon, Duncan 
moved back to Edmonton to be close to her 
brother and niece. 

It was in Edmonton where she made her 
big political breakthrough. The fight in trendy 
Edmonton-Strathcona was one of the hottest 
local races. In the past, both the Liberals and 
NDP have had a strong presence there and 
usually end up splitting the vote, allowing a 
Conservative to come up the middle. 

“There was a really big sense of strategic vot- 


ing,” said Duncan volunteer Ross Penner on - 


election night. The 25-year-old says he worked 
for Duncan because of her environmental cre- 
dentials, and because she represented a viable 


cover story 





chance to beat Conservative MP Rahim Jaffer, 
and not because she was the NDP candidate. 

The morning following the election, Duncan 
received a call from a retired farmer living near 
Camrose. He congratulated her on_her win 
and then went on to ask her what she could do 
to protect the Canadian Wheat Board. It was 
the first of many calls from people outside her 
riding, but who get in touch with her anyway 
because she's the only non-Tory MP in the 
province. 

“Contrary to what a lot of Canadians think,” 
she says, “there are alternative opinions in 
Alberta. I think in many ways I was elected not 
so much because I was part of one party, but 
because people saw someone who was willing 
to speak up for the underdog.” 

And that's an important role in a healthy 
democracy, says U of A political scientist 
Steve Patten. As a member of the NDP, Pat- 
ten argues Duncan actually has more freedom, 
and therefore more clout, to speak up for her 
constituents than backbench Conservatives. 
“The opposition's role is to represent views that 
are not in the government,” he says. “In that 
respect, there’s a lot more freedom to speak up 
and speak out, and that's what many Liberals 
and New Democrats would hope Linda Duncan 
will do.” 

And although Patten was hesitant to make 
any predictions about what will happen on the 
Hill come January, if there is another election, 
he says Duncan will have to work just as hard 
as she did in the 2008 race to keep the strategic 
progressive voters on her side. : 

“Wait a minute!” she says at the suggestion of 
another election. “We hayen't even [finished}. 
opening the constituency office!” She rolls 
her eyes in-mock exasperation, laughing and 
dramatically resting her head of mae: sat 
on the boardroom table. 

She may be exhausted, but she stil ie 
novel good humour to laugh at herself. 
_abrunschot @see. greatieat a ‘ 
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&6 GEORGIAN REPUBLICS BREAK AWAY 
— SINCE THERE APPEARS TO BE NO THREAT 
TO OIL SUPPLIES, EVERYBODY PRETTY 
MUCH FORGETS THE WHOLE THING. 
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Can Anyone Explain What Happened Here? 





OUTSIDE POLITICS MAURICE TOUGAS 
ARAPID FIRE WRAP UP OF 2008 
HEADLINES FROM TATAS TO 
THE THREE STOOGES 





Let's look back at the major events of 
2008, shall we? 

In January, the price of oil tops 
$100 a barrel for the first time, on its 
way to all-time record highs of $146 
a barrel. By year's end, the price falls 
to less-than half that. Oil company 
profits go from obscene to merely 
disgusting ... 
announces it will begin selling a 
$2,500 car, which means anyone 
can afford a nice set of Tatas. ... The 
RCMP raids the offices of the federal 
Conservative party, looking for cam- 
paign financing information. They 
find dozens of cans of Stephen Harp- 
ers ‘Finesse Extra Hold’ hairspray. 

In February, Daryl Katz buys the 
Edmonton Oilers for $200 million 
Hopes of 


Indian car maker Tata 


dollars. long-suffering 


Oiler fans rise with the purchase, 
but fall as soon as Katz indicates 
he's a fan of Craig McTavish. ... 
William F. Buckley Jr. dies, the last 
link to the words “intelligent” and 
“conservative”. 

In March, rising food prices trig- 
ger riots in Third World countries. 
Here in the First World, thousands 
are outraged when the prices of a 
double-grande mocha with low-fat 
milk and a sprinkle of cinnamon at 
Starbucks rises another quarter. ... 
Albertans reelect the Conservatives 
for an 11th consecutive term. Ed 
Stelmach, a man with all the cha- 
risma of a plate of plain rice, wins 
a landslide majority. Kevin Taft be- 
comes the seventh consecutive Al- 
berta Liberal leader to step down, 
and the seventh to say: “What the 
hell is WRONG with you people?” 

In April, actor Charleton Heston 
dies. Mortician says it was “surpris- 
ingly easy” to pry the gun out of his 
cold, dead hands. 

In May, a cyclone kills more than 
133,000 people. in Burma, 
Myanmar. Anybody remember this? 
Anybody?... Maxime Bernier resigns 
his federal cabinet post after leaving 
confidential NATO briefing docu- 
ments at the home of his girlfriend, 


a.k.a 


Julie Couillard. Anybody remember 
this? Anybody? I'll jog your mem- 
ory: remember the dress she wore 
to Bernier’s swearing in? Oh sure, 
NOW you remember. 

In June, Stephen Harper apologiz- 
es to Canada’s First Nations for the 
infamous residential school system. 
Rest of Canadian public still wait- 
ing for Harper to apologize for just 
being Stephen Harper. ... Stephane 
Dion introduces his ‘Green Shift’ 
policy, unaware of the easy puns 
(‘Green Shaft’) that will destroy it. 
.. Bill Gates steps down as chairman 
of Microsoft Corporation to concen- 
trate on giving away his billions. As 
a parting gift, the company kidnaps 
and murders that guy who plays Mac 
in those TV commercials. 

In July, Google announces that it 
has indexed over one trillion unique 
web pages. And you're wondering 
why nobody reads your blog. 

In August, the Summer Olympics 
begins in what appears to be Bei- 
jing, China. Smog makes positive 
identification difficult. ... A listerio- 
sis outbreak in Canada is linked to a 
Maple Leafs plant, proof once again 
that having anything to do with the 
Maple Leafs is bad for your health... 
Pirates begin their reign of terror off 


the coast of Somalia, hijacking cargo 
ships. Authorities take in Johnny 
Depp for questioning. He is released 
after promising never to make a Pi- 
rates of the Caribbean movie again.... 
Russia unilaterally recognizes the 
independence of the breakaway 
Georgian republics of Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia, leading to fears of a 
renewed Cold War between the West 
and Russia. Since there appears to be 
no threat to oil supplies, everybody 
pretty much forgets the whole thing. 

In September, Japanese Prime 
Minister Yasuo Fukuda resigns, less 
than a year after the guy he replaced 
also resigned. Frustrated, the Sony 
Corporation introduces the iPM, the 
world’s first robotic prime minister... 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, the 
two mortgage giants responsible for 
billions of U.S. housing dollars, are 
bailed out. Americans are shocked 
to learn their mortgages are being 
held by characters out of Hee Haw.... 
The Large Hadron Collider goes on 
line and actually works. If it didn’t, 
who'd know? 

In October, a global financial crisis 
rocks stock markets. Could it have 
been caused by the Hadron Collider? 

. Prime Minister Stephen Harper 
calls an election he can't possibly lose 


because his competition is Stephane 
Dion. The force of Harper's magnetic 
c personality leads to a minority. 

In November, Barack Obama be- 
comes the first black president of 
the United States, running on a solid 
platform of hope and yes we can-ism 
Republican challenger John McCain 
goes from straight talkin’ maverick 
to grumpy old man. Lasting legacy 
is the introduction of Sarah Palin to 
the world, truly the world’s most hi- 
larious politician. She's goin’ places. 

In December, Dion, Gilles Duceppe 
and Jack Layton announce a coali- 
tion to bring down the government, 
unaware that easy puns (‘The Three 
Stooges’) will destroy the coalition 
immediately. Harper managers to 
convince the Governor-General to 
prorogue parliament to give him 
time to celebrate Christmas with the 
kids at 24 Sussex. Dion resigns, and 
Michael Ignatieff to becomes the new 
Liberal leader. Immediately launches 
nationwide tour to educate Cana- 
dians on how to pronounce his last 
name, and the world economy goes 
belly up. I have 1,000 useless shares 
in Amalgamated Perpetual Prosper- 
ity Inc. for anyone who can explain 
what the hell happened here. 

mauricetougas @live.com 
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Quotes From the Cutting Room Floor 





WORTH REPEATING ANGELA BRUNSCHOT 
AHANDFUL OF MOMENTS 
GLEANED FROM THE PAST 
YEAR OF REPORTING 





For every story printed under my 
byline, there are pages of interviews 
that don’t make the cut. Of course, 
that's really part of my job — to offer 
clarity and an interesting angle, not 
transcriptions. Background material 
and off-topic quotes are shed, and 
the stories are generally better with- 
out all that clutter. 

But sometimes those off-topic re- 
marks are very revealing about the 
overall picture here in Alberta. So, 
I offer you a couple revealing quotes 
from local newsmakers big and small 
in 2008. 
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Vern Rosene is a 52-year-old farmer 
living northwest of Viking, where 
meadowlarks sing to him while he 
completes his morning chores. 

He supplied the potatoes for a lo- 
cal food basket distributed by the 
Greater Edmonton Alliance as part 
of its efforts to bridge the urban- 
rural divide. 

He'd recently started selling his 
produce at farmer's markets, and he 
found educating people about what 
really goes into producing food ex- 
tremely rewarding. 

“Some of these people, it’s the first 
time they've ever met a farmer,” he 
said. 

I could hear his bemused expres- 
sion over the phone. Just as I was 
amazed to hear about life on-his 
farm, he was surprised that anyone 
could live his or her entire life with- 
out meeting a farmer. 

Although I couldn't fit his com- 
ments into the story, he described his 
farm with such joy it almost made 
this city girl throw out her dreams of 


a downtown condo for the chance to 
get actual dirt under her fingernails. 

Well, like | said, ‘almost.’ 

+e 

If nothing else, 2008 was the perfect 
year for political junkies, with pro- 
vincial and federal elections, as well 
as the coalition attempt. 

During the federal election, I had 
a hard time getting in touch with 
some Conservatives. In particular, 
Laurie Hawn proved hard to get on 
the phone — that is until his compe- 
tition in Edmonton-Centre, Liberal 
candidate Jim Wachowich called 
Hawn out. 
tion issues with incumbent MPs who 
are invisible?” he asked on his elec- 
tion blog, “who are obeying gag or- 
ders handed down from above?” 

After that post, I got a return call 
from Hawn's office. Maybe there 
isn't a connection. Maybe Hawn’s of- 
fice really did just take over a week to 
get back to me, but it would be a big 
coincidence. 

Around the time of the provincial 
election, then-Alberta Green leader 


“How do we discuss elec- 


George Read talked about the need 
for better democratic institutions in 
Alberta. 

“What the hell are we doing pass- 
ing bills at 3:30 in the morning?” he 
said, remarking on marathon ses- 
sions with MLAs in their pajamas. 
“Something is seriously wrong with 
our democracy.” 

Although I’ve heard similar criti- 
cism from members of the oppo- 
sition, Read had this completely 
fed-up way of talking about the 
legislature that I think would reso- 
nate with many Albertans. 

aaa 
I interviewed Capt. Matt Johns, a 
veteran of the war in Afghanistan, 
for Remembrance Day. He’s sta- 
tioned at the Edmonton Garrison, as 
a part of the Lord Strathcona’s Horse 
(Royal Canadians). 

He discussed his __ personal 
perspective on merits of the mission, 
and was far less testy than I expected. 
Of course, he supports the mission in 
Afghanistan, but he wasn’t dogmatic 
about it and I enjoyed discussing it 


with someone who was more than 
just an armchair pundit. | 

I'd asked him whether Afghanistan 
was the right mission, because it is 
so connected to Iraq, suggesting that 
if humanitarianism was our ultimate 
goal, then someplace like Darfur 
might be a better choice. 

“There's lots of countries in the 
world that can definitely benefit from 
our being there, but what are going 
to do?” he asked “Throw darts at a 
board? People were going to go in 
anyway. There was no way anyone 
was going*to stop the Americans.” 

I think that line says a lot about 
the thinking of Canadians who sup- 
port the war. The rationalization 
that we are making the best of a bad 
situation is very common. I share 
many of John’s values about equal- 
ity for women and education for 
children, but working towards those 
goals while pointing a gun at people 
(or in his case, a tank) is a much dif- 
ferent proposition, and one I’m still 
not comfortable with. 

abrunschot@see.greatwest.ca 
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WEEK IN REVIEW 


QUOTE OF THE WEEK 


GG \F CHRIST WERE ON EARTH TODAY, 


UNDOUBTEDLY HE WOULD ... OPPOSE WARMONGERS, 


_OCCUPIERS, TERRORISTS AND BULLIES. 
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YEARINREVIEW- TOASTS 


_ ACHEER FOR ‘ALL THOSE WHO WORK to IMPROVE THE LIVES OF THEIR FELLOW CITIZENS 





Now that we've had our turkey, loafed 
around the house for couple days watching 
cheesy holiday specials, and laughed with 
’ friends and family, we are finally ready to 
cast a friendly eye over 2008. 
__ Inthat spirit, here are our toasts, in no 
Particular order, to the wonderful people 
"whose hard work, charm, and in some cases 
Outright stubbornness, have brightened our 
year and made Edmonton, Alberta, Canada, 
and the world a better place. 
So, raise your glasses to: 
“Barack Obama, for both his historic 
win and the classy manner in which it was 
executed. 
*Rachel Notley, NDP MLA for Edmonton- 
Strathcona, for fighting to make backlogged 


Teports from Child and Youth Services public. 


*Bob Boutilier, the manager of transpor- 
tation for the City of Edmonton, for finally 
Saying no to building more roads. 

*Stephane Dion and Jack Layton for 


DEC. 30, 2008 | 10:12:25 AM | PHOTO BY JOHN ULAN 


Councillor Kim Krushell is seen through the viewfinder of a television camera, 





finally finding the hutzpa to sign a coalition 
agreement. We hope it sets a precedent for 
future co-operation between all parities. 

*Senior ministers and bureaucrats in the 
finance and treasury departments of the 
Alberta government for setting the price of 
oil at $82 per barrel in the province's 2008 
budget. When oil was sitting around $140 
per barrel, it seemed like a political move to 
ensure huge surpluses that could be spent 
willy-nilly. Now that oil sits around $30 per 
barrel, and the province is looking at a ‘tech- 
nical deficit,’ we must tip our hat to better 
financial planners. 

*The whistle-blower who called the 
provincial government about the deaths of 
500 ducks on a Syncrude tailings pond. 

*Greenpeace, Pembina Institute and 
many other environmental groups for keep- 
ing up the pressure on oil companies though 
protests and research. Without solid groups 
doing the groundwork ahead of time, news 
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as she kicks off the 2009 Donate-a-Ride campaign at Edmonton City Hall. 





BY THE NUMBERS 


-ATOAST FOR US ALL! 
ALCOHOL BOUGHT BY CANADIANS, BY TYPE AND VOLUME, FOR 2006/2007 YEAR 
_ SOURCE: STATISTICS CANADA 








coverage of events like the duck deaths 
would be a flash in the pan. 

*Jim Gurnett, of the Mennonite Centre 
for Newcomers, Wallis Kendal of Human, 


Father Jim Holland of Sacred Heart — Church | 
of the First Peoples, and the many other Ed- | 


montonians who have devoted themselves 
to improving the lives of others. 

*St. Albert Mayor Nolan Crouse for keep- 
ing a cool head about regional planning. 

*Leduc Mayor Greg Krischke who also kept 
his eye on co-operation. 

*Premier Ed Stelmach for eliminating 
health-care premiums. We've given him 
a pretty hard time all year, but this move 
deserves a nod of recognition. 

*Kevin Taft, for his years of hard work as 
the leader of the official Opposition. He got 
a lump of coal last week for trying to make 
the rodeo Alberta's official sport, but we 
can't let one action overshadow years of 
service. 








2.3 BILLION LITRES 





405.7 MILLION LITRES 


SPIRITS 


206.1 MILLION LITRES 
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4 KNIVES DON’T STAB PEOPLE. 


PEOPLE WITH KNIVES STAB PEOPLE. 





Lessons Learned From Whyte To Jasper 





MY TOWN SCOTT LINGLEY 
WE NOTICED A FEW NEW 
TRENDS IN 2008, NOTABLY 
ONES INVOLVING IDIOCY — BUT 
THE SHAPE OF THE WORLD 
HASN’T CHANGED THAT MUCH 
Before we file away 2008 into our 
individual memory banks, there to 
be eroded in tiny nibbles by the brain 
cell-annihilating pastimes that make 
Edmonton habitable for the frozen 
half of the year, | thought I would sift 
through my own mildly afflicted cra 
nial goo and see if I couldn't discern 
a lesson or two that, with any luck, I 
can remember to carry forward into 


the New Year. Unbelievably, with 


black smoke pouring out of the for 


mer world’s most powerful economy 





right next door, with horrific violence 
raging in too many nations to list, and 
our own polite democratic process 
quietly tearing itself to shreds, there 
are glimmers of hope in amongst the 
fields of real and metaphorical bro 
ken glass and twisted metal stretched 
out before us. But only if we smarten 
the hell up 

And so, | present a partial and high- 
ly subjective list of current trends | 
derived from the past year, in hopes 
that we, denizens of a highly educat- 
ed and privileged society, can figure 
out a way to stop repeating our most 
ridiculous mistakes 


Shit floats: From the greedy scum- 
bags who precipitated the current 
global financial collapse to the smirk 
ing Washington war criminals who 
know they're getting off scot-free, 
to our own robotic prime minister 
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who immediately set about making 
the electorate regret re-bestowing 
even a minority government on his 
Lego-haired head, it seems like the 
fevered egos in corridors of finan- 
cial and political power will remain 
insulated from the harm they cause 
and will, in all likelihood, figure out 
a way to profit from it. Even worse, 
they'll probably hang around a really 
long time — like Robert Mugabe and 
Burma's generals — and die peace 
fully sleeping in comfortable beds 
Keep your fingers crossed for a nice, 
hot hell 


Knives don’t stab people. People 
with knives stab people. In €d- 
monton: It might have been an in- 
side joke at one point, locals referring 
to our fair town as Stabmonton, but 
there's nothing funny about the spate 
of homicides and assaults involving 
knives this year. And given the par- 
ticularly grim and twisted circum 
stances, to say nothing of the weekly 
frequency, of such incidents, now 
everyone in the country knows that 
Edmontonians from all walks of life 
are given to settling things by shank 
ing each other. I’m not sure how you 
stem such a torrent of primitive, 
brutal behaviour except to hope that 
the latest tragedy will seep into our 
collective reptilian brain and remind 
us all not to carry sharp things into 
the public sphere. 


The 1980s are back!: Along with 
rampant greed, a waning resources 
boom, and 
the arrival of a Metallica album that 


doesn’t totally suck, a resurgence in 


savage consumerism, 


people annoying the hell out of me 
by being on cocaine in my near prox 
imity made it feel like we’d vaulted 
backwards to the acid-wash decade. 
1 must admit I’ve never tried coke 
myself, and that’s because people 
with more money to get high than 
brains have made such a compelling 


Return Of The Worst Decade Ever | It seems there are more people willing to relive the style and drug-habits of the 80s now more than ever. PHOTO BY IAN JACKSON 


case that there’s nothing more unap- 
pealing than an antsy, oblivious, jab- 
bering idiot standing next to you at 
the bar with a big crystalline booger 
hanging out of his/her nose. 


Sometimes you win one: The 
obvious point of reference here is 
President-Elect Barack Obama, who 
has yet to prove one way or the other 
if he’s worth the metric tonnes of 
hype released into the atmosphere 
on his behalf. But certainly his vic- 
tory over divisive, cynical politicking 
and systematic racism was enough 
to give wounded idealists everywhere 
something to feel good about. Plus 





ABBArition 


NOUN - The unhealthily channelling of ABBA songs. “This one time | went to Wa- 
terloo with Chiquitita and we met up with this dancing queen named Fernando 
who just kept asking everyone if they wanted to sleep with him that night (quote 
ended due to ABBArition-based head explosion)...” 


drunkle 


NOUN - The really popular uncle who throws up a lot. “Why does drunkle Jim keep 
telling me that he should have been my dad?” 


guageling 


NOUN « Someone who tries to justify flesh tunnels or stretching their earlobes. “It’s 





he can pronounce “nuclear.” Closer 
to home, I've seen friends and fel- 
low citizens make headway on issues 
like affordable housing, local food 
security, emissions reduction — have 
you installed that low-energy bulb 
in your porchlight yet? — and other 
social justice and cultural issues. 
Thanks for your many good deeds, 
folks — you encourage us all to try a 
little harder. 


We've still got it pretty good: Bad 
news around Christmas — an alleged 
time for peace and goodwill between 
all humans — seems about a hundred 
times worse, which just goes to show 





how blunted the day-to-day caval- 
cade of misery piped through various 
media can make us. Globally, nation- 
ally, and personally, it doesn’t feel 
like we're any farther ahead than we 


were last year. The ice caps are still _ 
melting, half the world’s in flames, | 


the rich continue to wipe their asses 
with the poor and economies thé 
world over are circling the drain. But 
here in our frigid pocket of civiliza- 
tion, most of us still have the great 
privilege of kicking back, taking a 
long pull on our beers and hoping for 
something better in 2009. My hope 
is we can each, in some way, take 
that privilege and spread it around. 





the way | express my feelings about being the disgusting floppy surplus of today’s 
modernist patriarchal society. Also, making excuses for excess is a part of living in 


the Guageling generation.” 


Edmontastics 


NOUN - Group of Edmonton-based vigilante superheroes who are very bad at what 
they do. “They can't fly, they aren’t fast, and none of them are half-animal. It’s 
seems the only thing the Edmontastics can do well is take a Jesus-level beating,” 


Sexmas 


NOUN : What Mrs. Claus calls the day after Christmas. “Delivering presents gets 
Santa really horny. On Sexmas, dude is a machine in the sack.” 


check out new vocab every week 
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Futurescasting In Vineland 





Everybody Nose | So you think you can be areal sommelier? Turns out, acquiring the designation takes a lot of work. PHOTO SUPPLIED 
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BOOZE MUSE MELISSA PRIESTLEY 
WE PEER INTO THE CRYSTAL 
SHOTGLASS TO SEE WHAT'S TO 


COME IN THE WINE WORLD IN 
2009 





Instead of a stale summary of note- 
worthy booze events in the past year, 
I figured I'd conjure up a (completely 
unscientific and half-baked) compi- 
lation of booze trends to watch for 
in the coming year. Some of them 
are actually based on verifiable data, 
while others fit more into the cate- 
gory of heart's desire. Hey, a girl can 
dream. 


pass by. I only pray that the movies 
will be more like Sideways and less 
like Bottle Shock 

People will keep getting sued. 
Of course, this trend is prevalent in 
every multi-billion-dollar industry, 
and liquor is no exception. Estab- 
lished producers will continue to 
“protect their interests” by serving 
up nice big glasses of litigation. Most 
recently, the Scotch Whisky Asso- 
ciation has used their contingent of 
lawyers against Nova Scotia's Gle- 
nora distillery, which is currently on 
the bench for use of the term “glen” 
in its Glen Breton brand. Now, I’m 
all for protecting meaningful label 
nomenclature, since | like to know 
where my booze really comes from, 
but come on — “glen” means “val- 
ley,” not “sacrosanct Scotch whisky 
from the Highlands.” 

More wine bars will open in Ed- 
monton. Please. | need a bigger se- 


TALK ABOUT AN “EXCLUSIVE” CLUB AS OF 2008, FEWER THAN 160 PEOPLE IN THE WORLD 
HAD ATTAINED THE DESIGNATION OF “MASTER SOMMELIER." 


tage wine industry is in its infancy, so 
expect to see more Alberta fruit pro- 
ducers realizing that they can cash 
in with fermentation. Let's just hope 
the apples don’t get contaminated by 
tailings pond runoff 

Portuguese table wines will 
become more popular. Primarily 
known as a port producer, Portugal 
has always made dry table wines — 
but they are a recent addition to our 


| 
shelves. Up until recently, the Portu- 


guese section of Alberta liquor stores 


consisted mainly of Mateus and 
Taylor Fladgate. But times change, 
thankfully, and these table reds of- 
fer great value. I think they smell like 
Nibs. And Nibs are good 

Winery partnerships will con- 
tinue to spring up. Faced with in- 
creasing competition from the new 
kids on the block, European produc- 
ers are constantly seeking out fresh 


blood in the New World and estab- 


eee 


eee 


Screw caps will continue to 
replace corks. The past few years 
have seen a ton of advocacy for the 
screw cap, largely from New World 
producers. However, with cork’s 
faults all too common and costly, 
even Old World wineries are mak- 
ing the switch. Myself, I’m waiting 
for someone to invent a tool to open 

_ those caps. Some restaurants won't 
even serve wine bottled in a screw 

} cap — but maybe they would if the 

_ bottles could be opened all sexy-like. 

| Then again, any tool I can think of 
has an uncanny resemblance to a 
socket wrench. Grease monkey chic, 
anyone? 

Hollywood will continue to cash 
in on the wine trend. Expect to see 
more wine-themed movies in the 
coming year. Wine is hot, and Amer- 
icans aren't one to let a cash grab 


lection of watering holes. 

Everyone will be a sommelier. 
At the risk of sounding like an elitist 
snob, I have to throw some sand in 
the faces of everyone who takes a six- 
week program at NAIT and declares 
Granted, 
more and more people are becoming 


themselves a “sommelier.” 


certified sommeliers through rec- 
ognized programs, like the Court of 
Master Sommeliers (including yours 
truly). But there is still an inordinate 
number of people who claim to be 
a sommelier when they can’t even 
discuss the differences between Bor- 
deaux appellations. Please, follow 
the unspoken honour system: if you 
can't do the work competently, don’t 
hijack the title. 

More fruit wineries will open in 
Alberta. Led by the pioneers of €n 
Santé and Field Stone, Alberta’s cot- 
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lishing partnership wineries, effec- 
tively consolidating their power and 
wealth. In Canada, Niagara's Le Clos 
Jordanne partnered with Burgundy’s 
Boisset, and B.C.’s Osoyoos Larose 
teamed up with Bordeaux's Gruaud- 
Larose. If you can’t beat ‘em, join 
‘em, I guess. 

Faced with the impending glob- 


al economic crisis, governments | 


will realize that without alcohol 
society will resort to cannibalism 
and idol worship and the streets 
will run red with the blood of in- 
fants, so they will make a unilat- 
eral decision to slash prices - thus 
allowing the masses to play out 
the rest of the disaster in a state 
of blissful apathy. Not that this sce- 
nario is much different than the cur- 
rent state of affairs. Except for the 
cheap booze prices. 


DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 
425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
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When is Ukrainian Christmas? 
It is on Jan. 7. 


Why not on Dec. 25? 

There is a portion of the Orthodox Christian 
Church that retains what is known among 
the people as the “old” calendar — the 
calendar that was established by Julius 
Caesar, and the Gregorian calendar was de- 
veloped later and actually corrected some 
astronomical issues of timing. For the most 


part it's Slavic Orthodox who still follow 
their church calendar according to the old 
Julian calendar 


How is Ukrainian Christmas celebrated? 
It is celebrated in great contrast to what the 
western world knows. For 40 days prior to 
Christmas, or more technically the Feast of 
the Nativity of Christ, there's a fasting period 
in preparation for the feast. There are no big 
parties or huge turkeys or big roast hams. 
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(780) 482-7030 Garneau Studio 





Model: Defining Eve Client, Bernadette Pshyk 
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Meet adie your se ibboal fitness trainer three times a week for 
twelve weeks and enjoy the benefits of a faster metabolism, 
balanced muscle tone, and a healthier, more energetic you! 
Call now to book your complimentary consultation. 
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Father Cornell Zubritsky | Parish Pr 
PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 
Q&As WITH EDMONTONIANS BY ANDREW PAUL 





Normally it's a simple family affair, and usu- 
ally very quiet. There's no meat, no dishes 
with any type of dairy products, and to some 
who are following the fast there isn't any 
fish. Then [on Jan. 6] the celebration moves 
to the church and at many churches there 
are services in the evening around 11 p.m.. At 
many parishes there will be a service in the 
morning on Jan. 7. And that’s really when 
our Christmas starts — from the seventh on. 
Groups will then go carolling house to house 


, and larger celebrations happen right up until 


Jan. 18. 


What roles do different family members 


| play? 


Most of the kitchen work is still in the hands 
of the mother and grandmother. They make 
sure the house is clean so that there is little 
or no work to do on the sixth. For the kids the 
customary thing for them in the evening [of 
Jan. 6] is to search for the first evening star, 
and that kind of keeps them occupied and 
signals that the evening has started and that 


Ukrainian Orthodox 





Cathedral of St. John 


they can sit down for their evening meal. The 
feast actually-starts from the sunset of the 
previous day. The star itself has great sym- 
bolism as the star that led the [wise men] to 
the Christ Child. But essentially it is the fact 
that the evening has started and that the 
nativity day has begun. 


Have the traditions changed over the 
years? 

There's no doubt that there has been change. 
You have blended families, you have spouses 
that are unorthodox, and you just have gen- 
erations that have forgotten these customs. 
To the negative extreme, there are those 
who are already completely removed from 
this part of their identity and don't even cel- 
ebrate on the seventh. They decided to move 
everything to Dec. 25 with everyone else. On 
the other hand there are those who are still 
very connected to this part of their cultural 
identity that make it an absolute. For the 
most part you'll be more successful to find 
a recollection of these traditions in the rural 





areas rather than in the urban areas. What 
is interesting is that with the latest wave of 
immigration from Ukraine it isn't given that 
they will know these customs either, because 
for a good portion of them this practice was 
discouraged during Soviet times, or outright 
banned. But for the majority of Ukrainian 
Canadians living in Edmonton there is. an ex- 
pression of these customs in some form. 


Who is responsible for ensuring the sur- 
vival of these customs? 

| can only offer my opinion, | believe the re- 
sponsibility lies with the parents to pass it on 
to their children, And thankfully the Ukrai- 
nian community in Canada is actually really 
well organized as far as cultural educational 
organizations that are charged with encour- 
aging these sorts of things. 


Where can a person go to learn more 
about these customs? 

| would have to say that your best bet would 
be to visit a local Orthodox church. 
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| ARTS MARKET THE CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEE- 
HOUSE, 9351 18TH AVE,, DEC 27- DEC 29 Artists and artisans 

| from the community and beyond, sharing unique gifts with 
local flavour. From 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Info: www.thecarrot.ca. 

| BRIGHT NIGHTS HAWRELAK PARK, 9330 GROAT RD,, DEC I- 

| JAN4 Five hundred Christmas light displays. Drive thru only. 

| FOOD: TODAY, TOMORROW, TOGETHER - ENSURING 

| HEALTHY LOCAL FOOD FOR ALL ALBERTANS BARNETT 

| HOUSE, 142ND ST. AND 109TH AVE, JAN 29 - DEC 3] Confer- 

| ence will bring together farmers, producers, processors, 

| policy-makers, activists, academics, and consumers to 
discuss how we can build a healthy, sustainable, inclusive 

| food system in the province. Info:: www.foodalberta.org. | 
FREE FAMILY ART NIGHTS NINA HAGGERTY CENTRE, 9704 | 
TITHAVE,, DEC 3] For Parents and children up to 17.Doorsat | 
6:30 p.m. Info; 780-474-7611. 
YESS FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN BARNETT HOUSE, 142ND 
ST. AND 109TH AVE,, DEC] - JAN 16 Youth Emergency Shelter 

| kicks off its annual fundraising campaign. Info: www.yess. 


org. 


AFRICAN DANCE CLASSES MOVEMENTS DANCE, 10275 JAS- 
PER AVE. Movements, the Afro-Caribbean dance ensemble, 
offers African dance classes and workshops for all skill 
levels. Info: www.movementsdance.com/780-415-5211. 
EDMONTON'S WRITER CENTRE STANLEY A. MILNER 
LIBRARY, #7 SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL SQUARE A creative 
space for writers of all genres and levels, Mon-Fri 9 a.m.-9 
p.m., Sat 9 a.m.-6 p.m., Sun 1-5 p.m. Info: 780-496-7070. 
FLAMENCO LESSONS 1205 107TH AVE. Judith and Oscar 
Jose Garcia teach both Flamenco dance &amp; guitar. 2:30- 

| 330 pm. Info: ojgarcia@itelusplanet.net/780-349-4843. 
SALSA LESSONS LA KANTINA, 10805 105TH AVE. Free Salsa 
lessons twice a week. Info: 780-428-2665. 

SWING DANCE LESSONS STRATHCONA HALL, 10139 87TH 
AVE. Exciting, fun beginner dance lessons on jitterbug, jive, 
and lindy hop by Sugar Swing, 4-week series on Mon or Wed 
beginning Oct 27. Starts at 7p.m. Info: classes@sugarswing. 
com/780-604-7572 


QUEER 


AGAPE EDUCATION FACULTY, U OF A CAMPUS Focus group 
| onsexand gender differences in education and culture. 
Pre-service and practicing teachers, community members 
welcome. Info: andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 780-492-0772. 
BISEXUAL WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP A social group 
for bi-curious and bi-sexual women. Every 2nd Thu of 
| the month. 7:30 p.m. Info: groups.yahoo.com/group/ 
bwedmonton. 
EDMONTON PRIME TIMERS UNITARIAN CHURCH OF 
EDMONTON, 10804 119TH ST. Older gay men and admirers 
Meet fora social period, short business meeting, followed 
by guest speaker, discussion panel, or potluck supper. Every 
2nd Sun of the month, 2:30 p.m. Info: www.prmetimersww. 
org/edmonton. 
EDMONTON RAINBOW BUSINESS ASSOCIATION THE 
CARROT COMMUNITY ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 935] 18TH AVE. 
Casual networking with GLBT business community. 2nd Wed 
every month. Locations listed on www.edmontonrba.org. 
EPS/LGBTQ LIASION COMMITTEE The EPS/LGBTO 
Liaison Committee is composed of a variety of concerned 
| lesbian, gay, bisexual, trans-identified, two-spirited, queer, 
allied community members, and police officers. Email 
| questions or concems to epslgbtq@yahoo.ca. All inquiries 
treated with confidentiality and respect. To report a hate 
or bias motivated crime, contact the EPS Hate & Bias Crime 


15% Off All Hop On/Off Passes 
Starting at $509 


Busabout passes cover 31 destinations in 9 countries 
across Europe and are designed for backpackers and 
independent travellers wanting ultimate flexibility, 
Hurry and reserve your seat to adventure today. 


Airfare, meals and ac 
nbinab 
Terms and conditions m 


Sample price b flexitrip 


6 stop pa Not « ffers, Purchase'ts 09. 


k us for details. 


10229 


U of A, SUB 


12454 8201 » 22 NRAVELCUTS 


travelcuts.con 





mylook 


Jamie Reeves | Hairstylist, Icon 
BY PAIGE PAQUETTE 


My Look: Fear and loathing in the salon. 

Hair: | actually shaved the side of my head because | wanted the Vanilla Ice racing stripes. Did 
that for a while, and now I'm growing it out. It changes, like, every week. 

Wearing: | got the shoes in Winnipeg about four years ago and | love them and won't get rid 
of thern, even though they're full of holes. The pants were $11 at some little store in West Ed. 
The shirt is from Winners. The necklace is areal beetle from a street festival in Winnipeg. | have 
a collection of bug jewelry; | don't know what it is about it. | think bugs are kind of pretty, I've 
always loved them. | used to pick upants when | was little and have little colonies. | have seven 
tattoos, and every one of themhasa story. The one on my armis about my cat that lived about 
22 years. The skeleton is basically about how some people keep their skeletons in their closet, 
but | keep mine on my sleeve. 

Into: | doa lot of character-based fiction, poetry, and freelance writing. I'm a huge bookworm, 
so| think my biggest inspirations are Chuck Palahniuk and Hunter S. Thompson. They might be 
alittle messed up in the head, but they're totally themselves. 


Wanna be in My Look? Send your photo to style@see.greatwest.ca. 
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Unit, 780-421-3489, 


| FREE TOBE INTERMEDIATE VOLLEYBALL 8-10 pm. 101 


Amiskiwacy Academy Info: volleyball@teamedmonton.ca. 
GAYWIRE MORANGO'S CAFE, 10118 79TH ST. 6 pm. USR 
88.5 FM Edmonton's only radio show concerning gay, 
lesbian, bisexual and transgendered lives. News, local and 
international features, and community events. 

HIV SUPPORT GROUP PRIDE CENTRE, 9540 IIITH AVE. 
2nd Mon every month from 7-9 p.m. Info: richard@pridecen- 
treedmonton.org/780-488-3234. 

INSIDE/OUT U of A Campus-based organization for 
LGBTQ faculty, graduates, academic & staff. Straight allies 
welcome. Monthly meetings. Info: kwells@ualberta.ca or 
mwonham@ualberta,ca 

PRIDE CENTRE 9540 111 AVE,, 780- 486-3234, Hours: 
TUE-FRI 10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Drop-in, library, 

and community internet services are available. Online 
enewsletter Hours: TUE-FRI1-10 p.m., SAT 12-6:30 p.m. Info: 
780-488-3234 or www. pridecentreofedmonton.org. 

TEAM EDMONTON A volunteer operated, non-profit 
Society for members and friends of the GLBT community, 
offering well organized and fun sporting events and other 
recreational activities within a positive social framework. 
Info: www.teamedmonton.ca. 

WOMONSPACE Non-profit lesbian organization for 
Edmonton and surrounding area. Organized monthly activi- 
ties. Memberships available, including monthly newsletter. 
Confidentiality assured. Info: www.womonspace.ca, 
womonspace@gmail.com, or 780-482-1794, 











MUSIC 


~ CHAD VAN WEAPON’S AFTERPARTY AIRPLANE. 





BEST OF 2008 - MUSICALLY SPEAKING - BY SEE CONTRIBUTORS |1302 words 


Gogol, VanGaalen, And Gallagher Hill 


AS YOU NURSE THAT HOLIDAY 
HANGOVER, TAKE A LOOK BACK 
AT THE EDMONTON MUSIC 
SCENE OF 2008 — WE SWEAR, IT 
WAS ABLAST 





Rather than offer you the typical 
mashup of silly best-of album lists 
(because why would you go to SEE 
when you can just go to Pitchfork?), 
we've very scientifically gathered a 
whack of evidence that proves it was 
a banner year in music — despite 
the ever-present talk of recession, 
slumping album sales, digitaliza- 
tion of everything, yada yada. Here's 
some of our favourite and not-so-fa- 
vourite things that went down in ’08, 
with some tasty nuggets of wisdom 
to get you through the weekends in 
the New Year. Enjoy! 


(1) The Pemberton first day gong 
show. One of my friends said it was 
“like we were refugees,” while festi- 
val organizers called it “a few kinks.” 
Apparently they didn’t expect so 
many people to arrive on the Thurs- 
day, to which I respond, uh well, you 
know. 

(2) Barenaked Lady charged 
with drug possession. Apparently 
when Steven Page finally got that 
million dollars, he blew it on cocaine 
just like every other rock star. I’m 
going to have to work through some 
trust issues before I can listen to 
“The Old Apartment” again. 

(3) Harper cuts PromArt fund- 
ing, scapegoats Holy Fuck. As if 
cancelling a program that helps Ca- 
nadian artists promote their work 
abroad weren't fucked up enough, the 
Tories add stupidity to injury by can- 





‘ & 
~ ys 

to arts because at one point PromArt 
gave money to a band that had one 
expletive in their name. Holy fuck! 

(4) Noel Gallagher assaulted at 
V-Fest. Not only did this douchebag 
interrupt a religious rock 'n' roll ex- 
perience, but he tarnished the Can- 
ada’s good name as well. Questions 
of “Why?” and “Where the heck was 
security on that one?” remain. 

(5) Sonic adds Katy Perry's “I 
Kissed a Girl” to its playlist. As if 
that song weren't annoying enough, 
I kept thinking I was accidentally on 
the wrong station. That monstrosity 
was co-written by Max Martin, the 
same guy who wrote “(Hit Me) Baby 
One More Time” — nothing says 
“modern rock” like Britney, eh? We 
expect better, Sonic! 

(6) Once wins Best Song Oscar 
for “Falling Slowly.” For once (heh) 
Oscar choses a real winner. The 
best part was when host Jon Stew 
art brought Marketa Irglova back 
out to finish her thank-yous after 
the orchestra cut her off. And Glen 
Hansard shouting, Oscar held aloft, 
“Make art, make art!” 

(7) Roger Waters’ flying pig 
floats away. I’m less concerned 


All| Wanna Do... | is tell MIA to make up hes mind. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


Floyd prop flew the coop and more 
concerned about the people who 
found giant pig shrapnel in their 
backyards 

(8) MIA retires ... then gets 
pregnant and un-retires. When 
the 31-year-old beat-mashing, cul- 
ture-clashing star announced her re- 
tirement at Bonnaroo, music lovers 
everywhere went “Huh?” 'Cause it 
felt like she was just getting started, 
Turns out she was. 

(9) Guns N’ Roses release Chi 
nese Democracy. It was starting to 
look like actual Chinese democracy 
would arrive before this 13-years- 
promised follow-up to Use Your IIllu- 
sion I and II 

(10) New Kids on the Block, to- 
gether again. Of all the reunions 
this year, I think NKOTB shining up 
those ol’ dance moves got the most 
jaws to drop and hearts to flutter. My 
neon pink New Kids fannypack isn’t 
a relic, it’s au courant. 


(1) Gogol Bordello. Seriously: we 
still can't believe someone wasn't 








this show. Nothing beats Eugene 
Hutz grabbing your chin and pour- 
ing wine all over your hair. Nothing. 

(2) CPC Gangbangs. In the most 
unexpectedly insane Monday night 
show of the year, ol’ Deaner (aka Paul 
Spence) blitzed out all over the Black 
Dog in sublime goldface, climbing on 
speakers and showing off his shaved- 
in bald spot 

(3) MIA. Between calling all the 
girls onstage, and then all the boys, 
MIA proudly announced her mar- 
riage smack in the middle of her gig 
in our town. To one lucky Canuck, 
no less 

(4) Chris Isaak. There wasn't a 
heart that didn’t flutter when that 
gorgeous man in the pink suit sprint- 
ed up and down Gallagher Hill at Folk 
Fest — and on a pretty much perfect 
summer night, too. 

(5) Battles. Okay, so I’m just a 
sucker for Tyondai Braxton. Look at 
his hair, for the love of afros! And 
Azeda Booth was there too. They 
may be from Calgary, but they're 
pretty darn hip. 

(6) Chad VanGaalen. You can’t 
really rip it up dancehall-style in the 
pews of McDougall, but suffice to 


Wicked In The Pink | Chris Isaak's closing set made this year's Folk Fest one for the history books. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 





what turned out to be an incredible 
weekend of local musie-as the WC- 
MAs tore up the town, and every 
venue they could find. 

(7) TV on the Radio. Not only did 
SEE get lucky enough to snag a My- 
Look of Tunde Adebimpe and Kyp 
Malone while they strolled Whyte 
Avenue, but just two weeks after 
their show left us staring straight 
into the sun, TVotR released Dear 
Science to the critics, who almost 
unanimously hailed it as one of the 
top albums of 2008. 

(8) Holy Fuck. It was HF’s second 
show here within six months (shortly 
after they appeared on SE€’s cover, 
they were shortlisted for the Polaris 
Prize), but the highlight this time 
around was Brooklyn's A Place to 
Bury Strangers, who are now look- 
ing like one of the hottest emerging 
noise-rock outfits in North America. 

(9) €amon McGrath’s Wild 
Dogs release. To the surprise of 
pretty much no one, this hometown 
kid just couldn't sit still for long. Be- 
tween tours and releasing records at 
an alarming rate last year, everyone's 
favourite € returned home to blow 
the roof off Wunderbar. 














celling millions of dollars in funding about the fact that this classic Pink killed at the mosh-circus that was say that this performance kicked off MUSICALLY cont'd pg. 15 
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New City «Jan. 8 Winspear Centre + Jan. 1 Jet Night Club - Jan. 3 
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Girly Men | Women will be playing with D) Chairface and Bearface next Thursday at New City. PHOTO SUPPLIED 





$5| At the door 


Women's self-titled debut album was record- 
ed by Canadian golden boy Chad VanGaalen, 
who also dragged them along on tour where 
we hear he forced them to perform stupid 
human tricks between sets. Now before you 
jump to the conclusion that VanGaalen is a 
shameless womanizer, we must mention 
that the members of this group — despite 
their feminine moniker —have an abundance 
of Y chromosomes. We're not sure why they 
call themselves Women, but hey, it’s 2009 
and anything goes nowadays. 


$49 | Winspear box office 


If any city deserves a salute, it's Vienna. 
Founded by the Celts in 500 BC, the Wien 
now boasts one of the world’s highest quali- 
ties of life and during the winter months 
temperatures bottom out at five degrees be- 
low zero. That is, unless you make your way 
up into the Alps for some of the world's finest 
skiing. We could go on for pages about why 
Vienna is awesome, but we figure we should 
also mention that Lajos Blazy will be con- 
ducting Helena Holl, Neal von Osten, and The 





Strauss Symphony of Canada at the event. 





$20 | Ticketmaster 


Love them or hate them, you can't help but 
be a little jealous of this Vancouver band 
that's sold more than a million records since 
their 1999 debut. If you've listened to their 
stuff it won't surprise you to learn they were 
discovered by Chad Kroeger of Nickelback. 
The two bands sound pretty much exactly 
the same, except one is slightly more nasal 
and the other likes to think he's Jesus. Sorry 
— we mean he likes to think he looks like Je- 
sus, Anyway, Default will also be bringing a 
mystery band along for the ride. 
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MUSICALLY (cont’d from pg. 14) 


The Great MashUp Of '08 | Cadence & Chad. Booyah. 


(10) The Rexall Lineup Rock- 
age. Where to begin? Iron Maiden, 
Nine Inch Nails, Feist, Tom Petty, 
Bob Dylan, Metallica — hell, even 
Kanye put on a killer show. Let's 
hope we're on the map for some of 
the big ones next year. (Madonna, 
ohpleaseohpleaseohplease! ) 


3est CD: Chad Van Weapon’s Af- 
terparty Airplane. It was a complete 
surprise that of all the albums re- 
leased in the entire world, the two 
I ended up playing most were from 
Alberta: VanGaalen’s and Cadence 
Weapon's. Both are furiously innova- 
tive reinventions of sound. 

Best Videogame: Grant Theft Fall- 
out 3.5. While one reviewer's weak 
point that GTA IV was an improve- 
ment over San Andreas because of 
bowling over tactical gang warfare, 
the decreasingly silly series had 
its moments — like the giant heart 
eating inside the Statue of Happi- 
ness. Still, Fallout 3 is terrifying and 
amazingly full of rich, nightmarish, 
poignant detail. 

Best Penguin Book Series: Ex- 
traordinary Canadian Red Horror 
Classics. Penguin’s Canuck bios, es- 
pecially Rudy Wiebe’s Big Bear, are 
must-reads. And their Red series of 
oddly yellow books will get you stay- 
_ ing up all night with horror under the 
blankets again. Er, if you know what 
I mean. 

Best Music Festival: North Coun- 
try Pemberton. You say there was 
music, too? 

Best State Of Mind: A month so- 
ber, but also poppin’ six e’s a day - I 
really couldn’t have survived one of 
them without the other, 

Best Actor: Heath the CGI Aban- 
doned Robot. Did you know Ben 
Burtt, also the voice of R2D2, did 
Wall€’s “voice?” Or that the Joker 
used to be a gay cowboy? Or that 
movies aren't real? 

Three Important Language Ad- 
ditions: “Yes please,” as a drug-fu- 
eled answer to any party suggestion. 
(Seriously, try it.) Next, artist Greg 
Swain’s non sequitur “Or what?” to 
xpress anger and disappointment. 
(Also try it.) Tied for third, a feature- 
less, flat-lying cardboard scratching 














post loftily named “Whisker City.” 
You know, cats can tell when you're 
upselling them. 

Best New Emotion Blogasmic. 
It's the feeling you get when dozens 
of people are fighting over tangential 
points to something you wrote, and 
you're naked at 3 a.m. reading it, 
wondering what they were wearing 

Best New Drink: Two-Faced Mu- 
tant Baby — half Jack, wait one sec- 
ond, the other half JD. Now drink as 
many as you can! 

Worst Financial Crisis Presi 
dent: Obusha. Mark my words, books 
will be written about what wasn't ac- 
complished to save the world the two 
months preceding Jan. 20 

Worst Canadian Political idea: 
Your Harper-serving coalition 


Wicked Awesomes. After having 
produced two 7”s in ’08, 2009 will 
see the band working on an LP for 
Montreal's Psychic Handshake, get- 
ting airplay on American college 
radio, and successfully dominating 
CJSR's charts. Get in on weird-punk 
before it's the next grunge. 

The Famines. This guitar and 
drum duo featuring ex-Wolfnote 
drummer Garrett Heath Kruger and 
local artist extraordinaire Raymond 
Biesinger just might be Edmonton's 
non-poppy answer to DFA1979. 
With a beautifully crafted double 7” 
already out and one of the most en- 
ergetic live shows in the city, expect 
a ton more from these two. 

Outdoor Miners. ’90s-style indie 
rock never sounded so good. Previ- 
ously known as Belgium, they have 
settled on this new Wire-referencing 
name and have a five-song EP com- 
ing out in the first quarter. This three- 
piece has it all: technically proficient 
but not wanky, amazing hooks but 
not too poppy, textured but not satu- 
rated — it's a perfect mix. 

Bronze Leaf. With only a few 
shows under her belt, Amy Mac- 
Donald has already enchanted many 
softies with her haunting, skilfully 
crafted singer/songwriter fare. She’s 
a standout in the genre with her 
boundary-pushing _guitar-playing, 
emotionally charged lyrics, and 
beautiful melodies. Go see her. 
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Keep An Eye Out | The Famines are one of our bands to watch for in 2009. PH 


TO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 


The Mitts 
sounding young bands in Edmonton, 
the Hives-esque The Mitts have just 









One of the oldest- | 


released their first EP, and it’s full of | 


songs about contraceptives and way- 
ward sleaze. Live, this garage rock 
will have you dancing, and you can 
still catch them while they're young 
and stuck in Edmonton 

Faunts. You must know about The 


Faunts already. They’ve been name- 


dropped in the New York Times, and | 


their music's been featured on the 


Mass €ffect videogame. Having re- 
cently released a remix album with 
some high-profile tracks by Mark 


Templeton, Cadence Weapon, and / 
DVAS and with a new full-length due | 


in January, all signs point to bigger 
things in 2009 for these indie dar- 
lings. 


Michael Rault. Rault’s trad R&B | 


covers and originals sound great on 
his debut EP, Crash! Boom! Bang!, 
but to fully appreciate his dedication 
and energy, you have to see him live. 
Watching 19-year-old Rault stomping 


away alone onstage will make your | 


jaw drop. He’s already conquered the 
Canadian college radio charts, but 
something tells me this is just the 
beginning. 

€amon McGrath. 


around Edmonton knows this pro- 


Everyone 


lific young musician, and his name is 
gaining recognition elsewhere. With 
his albums in constant rotation at 
CJSR, there’s no excuse for having 
not heard him. But if you haven't, 
do yourself a favour and check 
him out. 

Let's Dance. Playing straight- 
ahead punk like it’s 1977, these local 
boys have released a couple of 7’s, 
have completed a couple of tours, 
and that's just the beginning. Ben 
Disaster & Co. are known for their 
frantic and engaging live show — ir- 
resistible when mixed with their sin- 
galong choruses and true-to-form 
punk rock. 

DB Buxton Revue. You might 
know DB Buxton as Daniel, the 
hardest-working, foot-stampingest 
street performer on Whyte, and if 
you haven't picked up his incredibly 
catchy debut €P, man, you have been 
missing out. Check out “Sex With 
My €x” and you'll understand the 
levels of infectious pop that this guy 
can reach. 











DRUGS A PROBLEM? 
COCAINE ANONYMOUS CAN HELP! 


Beck 
ODELAY: DELUXE EDITION 

10TH ANNIVERSARY BOX SET 

(180g 4LP BOX SET WITH 24 PAGE BOOK) 


425-2715 * www.ca-northab.org 
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New Vear's Eve 2009 
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The Great Buzz Of Oh-Eight 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 31ST, 2008 
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WILDLIFE FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
ONE YEAR AFTER ITS 
INCEPTION, WILDLIFE TAKES A 
STROLL DOWN MEMORY LANE 
TO REMEMBER THE E-TOWN 
| SCENE IN 2008 








€ight is a lucky number in both 
| Chinese and Japanese culture, and 
numerology hails it as a symbol of 
building and destruction. Around 

these parts, oh-eight has been great 
| for music. Let's take a trip around the 


THE SHERLOCK HOLMES PUB, BOURBON STREET 
FEATURING JIMMY WHIFFER 
$26.99 STEAK G LOBSTER - PRIZES & PARTY FAVOURS! 


spider’s legs and look at eight things 





that changed the-city since last De- 
| cember. 
(1) The sheer might of our bands. 
Starting with the obvious cheerlead- 
ing, The Whitsundays’ inclusion on 
Rolling Stone's February top 10 col- 
lege albums was really par for the 
course — we're so spoiled. They join 
} | our flagship bands Shout Out Out 
| Out Out, Corb Lund, Michael Rault, 
| and Cadence Weapon, the last of 
| whom I wrote a piece on in the To- 
| ronto Star. Hot Panda was also signed 
to Mint, The City Streets kicked ass 
around the continent, and The Fam- 
| ines and the CBC-loved Wet Secrets 
(plus the larger cinematic brilliance 
of Trevor Anderson) rose from the 
corpse of The Vertical Struts. One of 
Secrets’ videos was even featured on 
YouTube's front page, tens of thou- 
sands of hits. Welcome also, Bronto 
Scorpio. One of Aristotle's virtues is 
“proper pride.” Roll with it. 
(2) New venues. Most of the 
young lives of Haven and The €m- 
| press were within ’08, but The AR- 
Tery represented the true paradigm 
shift. Beloved of the literary crowd, 


the indie music scene, visual artists, 
and the City itself, Lori Gawryliuk’s 
multipurpose dream deserves infinite 
kudos and muscle as it fights on into 
2009. Venue of the decade, so far. 

(3) The CJSR meltdown. As will 
happen with volunteer organizations, 
U of A’s radio station endured (and 
survived) a civil war early this year 
over the termination of station man- 
ager Daryl Richel after he passed 
along an easily-accessible contact list 
to a volunteer who wanted to widely 
discuss the hiring process. A scale of 
horrible verbal ugliness never seen 
there before erupted digitally, long- 
leashed personal dislikes spewing 
uncontrollably all over the station's 
volunteers, board, and management. 
Mandatory volunteer hours have 
been on the table lately, but the great- 
er storm has happily passed. 

(4) The WCMAs. | always wanted 
to throw a multivenue festival called 
North by North-North here, which is 
exactly what the WCMAs turned out 
to be: a beautiful buffet-style slide- 
show of Canadian talent with vehe- 
ment discussion over who sucked 
and who ruled. But the talking was 
the point, harmonized by Chad Van- 
Gaalen’s command performance at 
McDougall, assisted by that fantastic 
percussion robot and several bottles 
of Jack Daniels up in the pews. Urp. 

(5) Folk Fest ... ruled? Breaking 
a tradition of sonorous, suburban 
adult contemporary to lullaby Gal- 
lagher’s slope, Terry Wickham bril- 
liantly chose a rabid, slightly menac- 
ing Chris Isaak as his “money shot” 
closer. Dressed in hot pink, Isaak 





sliced through the tarpies on their 
walrus hill, injecting hot blood into 
several of the best moments in the 
fest's history. 

(6) Dinos love petrodollars. At- 
tracting huge names was easy this 
year, thanks to the strength of the 
Canadian dollar. While so much of 


the sublime festival action saw YEG- 


gers in the thousands head to North 
Country Fair, Pembina River Nights, 
and the cripplingly wicked party at 
Pemberton, our radio-rock check- 
list was tight for your cousins in the 
concert t-shirt crowd, including a 
mumbling Bob Dylan, Iron Maiden 
performing Guitar Hero hits, Metal- 
lica, Nine Inch Nails, and — whoo! — 
Tom Petty. 

(7) The new way. Listen to pro- 
moter Brent Oliver: “I really noticed 
this year, the old way of doing things 
— put out an album, go on tour, get a 
big promoter to do a bunch of your 
shows after you've done legwork, get 
a publicist, all the rest of that stuff — 
is falling by the wayside, which I’m 
really excited about because bands 
like Monotonix and Gogol Bordello 
can sell out with almost no tradi- 
tional advertising whatsoever. Being 
a good band seems to be the defining 
factor these days (over industry push 
and hype). Shout Out doesn’t have 
any radio support when they go over 
to Europe, but 2,000 to 3,000 people 
show up. The internet has connected 
people so purely to good art and good 
music.” In other words, we tell our- 
selves collectively what to do now, 
without parental supervision. Other 
technology is liberating us, too: se- 
eqpod.com with its live streaming of 
any song for DJs or parties, iTunes 
and iTouches featuring scrollable al- 
bum covers so we don't lose the art 
of browsing. Fuck the Pawn Shop's 
ID scanner, though — seriously. 

(8) We miss you. Finally, in pass- 
ing, we lost ed magazine in the con- 
tinuing wave of media vaporization 
and banal centralization, one less 
creativity. 
More tragically, we also lost wildman 
Blair William Piggott, with typical 
flair, to WEM gunfire, and the univer- 


voice promoting local 


sally loved Gary McGowan with his 
miraculous hair. | take my hat off to 
you one more time, Gary. You paved 
so many roads we speed down. 


GREAT GIGS YOU MISSED LAST WEEK 


Way To Get In There Like A Dirty... | Sweaty Tel Aviv singer Ami Shalev gives a full on ass-hawk to a victim in the crowd at the Monotonix show on Dec. 27, where the entire writhing 
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Pawn Shop crowd essentially became part of the band through kinetic co-operation. Better soap that thing off, buddy. PHOTO BY FISH GRIWKOWSKY 
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MUSICBRIEFS » ANDREW PAUL 


NEWS RADIO GAGA 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, BABY 

That's right, folks: Jan. 7, 2009 marks the 
silver jubilee of Edmonton's favourite inde- 
pendent radio station, and the CISR crew is 
celebrating this Wednesday with a look back 
at 25 years on the farthest-left frequency of 
the FM dial. 

CJSR will sound the clarion call to 
nostalgia starting with the Moose Brothers’ 
midweek morning staple Clockwork Orange 
Juice. Kevin Moose (who hosts the weekly 
program with brother Mark) says that this 
Wednesday's show will be another chaotic 
sprint to 9 a.m., followed by a full day of 
interviews with CJSR players from days past. 


“It’s a whole lot of music, yammering, free 
association, and half-baked introspection 
with a smattering of current events and 
false starts with explosive consequences,” 
Moose says about his show, the longest- 
running program on CSR's roster. 

Though CJSR is ringing in an official 25 
years of airtime, the station's roots can be 
traced back more than 60 years when a 
group of university students — under the 
label of the Radio Society — continued to 
broadcast from the University of Alberta 
campus after CKUA left the U of A in 1944. 

The Radio Society lasted until 1970 
when it birthed a more formal body, calling 
itself CKSR. Though the newfound station 
was a slapdash cable radio operation that 
ran on campus, it lasted eight years until 


changing its name to CJSR in 1978, After a 
few more years of battling for funding, JSR 
finally reached the FM dial and said hello 

to Edmonton at 7 a.m. on Jan. 7,1984 with 
Joni Mitchell's classic “You Turn Me On, I’m 
a Radio.” 

From its inception, CSR has maintained a 
Strict listener-generated mandate that has 
filled programming gaps that commercial 
Stations can't (or won't) cater to. Music 
director Aaron Levin says CJSR is a starting 
point for Edmonton culture and is proud 
that the station helped artists such as Corb 
Lund and The Smalls get their starts. Levin 
also notes that several local bands still 
make demos stricly for the station in hopes 
of reaching new audiences. 

“We have absolutely no commercial inter- 


est whatsoever, so to Edmonton it means 
we're the first stop for any emerging and 
new culture,” Levin says. “And it’s a training 
ground for people interested in getting expe- 
rience in the arts as well — whether it be in 
radio or production or even performance. 
Even for artists looking to hone their skills 
being interviewed we're a first-step support 
mechanism.” 

As for the future, Levin hopes CJSR will 
continue to builds its infrastructure to sup- 
port the city's most diverse array of artists 
and programming. “CJSR was, is and will 
always be, a radio station that if you listen 
to it all day you're not going to like it all the 
way through — but for every person out 
there, there is one show that they will love, 
and that's why we're here.” 








LIVE MUSIC 


THURSDAY 


SALUTE TO VIENNA FRANCIS WINSPEAR CENTRE, 9720 
102ND AVE. JAN T With Johann Strauss Jr. Doors at 2:30 p.m. 


J LOVE BOS NEW CITY, 10087 JASPER AVE, Dexter Nebula 
and Anarchy Adam. Every Thursday. 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY 
TR. Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 


FRIDAY 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY 
TR. Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 


LOOKING EAST BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 102NDST., JAN 
2 With Grounded Star and Nobody Likes Dwight. Doors at 
Spm. 


SATURDAY 


OH SNAP! THE TEMPLE, 10030 102ND ST. Degree & All 
Out Ds. 


DUELING PIANO SHOWS THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY 
TR. Dueling piano shows every Thu 8 p.m., Fri & Sat 9 p.m. 


FENIX FOUNDATION THE PAWN SHOP 2ND FLOOR, 10551 
62ND AVE. With He is Us and Jezibelle. Doors at 9 p.m. 
SUNSET TRIP BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 102ND ST. With 
guests, Doors at 9 p.m. 


SUNDAY 


| CELTIC MUSIC SESSION DEVANEY’S IRISH PUB, 9013 88TH 





AVE. Hosted by Keri-Lynne Zwicker from 4-7 p.m. 


Mon, Jan 05 


METAL MONDAYS NEW CITY, 10081 JASPER AVE. Likwid 
Lounge. 


TUESDAY 


KURT WEST EXPRESS BRIXX BAR & GRILL, 10030 102ND 
ST. Doors at 9 p.m. 


WEDNESDAY 


MUSIC WEDNESDAYS AT NOON MCDOUGALL UNITED 
CHURCH, 10025 101 ST. From 12:10-12:50 pm. Free admission, 
bring a bag lunch. Tea and coffee available. Info: 468-4964. 


LEX JUSTICE URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE. 


| ONGOING 


JAN TYSON HORIZON STAGE, 315 JESPERSON AVE. SPRUCE 


GROVE, JAN7-11 Wed. through Sat. shows start at 7:30 p.m., | 


Sun. show atl] a.m. 


JORDAN COOK BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE, DEC 
J1- JAN 3 New Years Eve show. 


GO URBAN LOUNGE, 10544 WHYTE AVE, JAN2-JAN3 
SOULED OUT YELLOWHEAD CASINO, 12464 153RD ‘ST, JAN 
2-JAN3 

V.LP. CASINO EDMONTON, 7055 ARGYLL RD. JAN2-JAN3 


OPEN STAGE 


FRIDAY 


COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL COAST TO COAST PUB 


| COAST TO COAST COAST TO COAST PUB AND GRILL, 552 
| CALGARYTR. Hosted by Troy P. Wright.9p.m-2a.m. 


| AND GRILL, 552 CALGARY TR. Hosted by Leona Burkey. Doors 


at9p.m. 


| SATURDAY | 


| BLUES ON WHYTE BLUES ON WHYTE, 10329 WHYTE AVE. 


Afternoon Jam, 4-8:30 p.m. Info: www.bluesonwhyte.ca. 
CARROT ARTS COFFEE HOUSE THE CARROT COMMUNITY 
ARTS COFFEEHOUSE, 9351 I8TH AVE. Music and poetry open 
mic. 7-10 p.m. 


EXPRESSIONZ CAFE EXPRESSIONZ CAFE, 20125 107TH 


| AVE IstSat of every month from 1-5 p.m. Hosted By Karyn 
| Stirling. 

| MOLSONS SATURDAY OPEN STAGE B'S PUB, #110, 23 

| AKINS DR. ST. ALBERT Hosted by Gord Macdonald, Molson 


Prizes and Beer specials, Sponsored by Molsons. Doors at 
430 p.m. 

MORANGO’S TEK CAFE MORANGO'S CAFE, 10118 79TH ST. 
Hosted by Dr. Oxide. 7-10 p.m. 

THE NEW TAPHOUSE THE TAPHOUSE, 9020 MCKENNY 
AVE., ST. ALBERT Molson Open Stage hosted by Carmen 


| Cook.37p.m. 


SUNDAY 

‘al | 
DUSTER’S PUB DUSTER'S PUB, 6402 IIBTH AVE. Hosted by 
The Mary Thomas Band. 
EDDIE SHORTS EDDIE SHORTS, 10713 124TH ST, Hosted by | 
Rob Taylor, instruments and gear provided. 9 p.m. | 
HOOLIGANZ PUB HOOLIGANZ PUB, 10704 124TH ST. 
Afternoon jam hosted by Rock ‘n Roll Kenny. 
THE LOOP LOUNGE OPEN MIC LOOP LOUNGE, 367 ST. 
ALBERT RD, ST. ALBERT Hosted by JJ Lennny Band The Cats. 
From3-10 p.m. 
NEWCASTLE PUB & GRILL ACOUSTIC OPEN STAGE 
NEWCASTLE PUB AND GRILL, 6108 90TH AVE. Hosted by 
Willy James & Crawdad. Doors at 3 p.m. 
O'BYRNES IRISH PUB O'BYRNE'S IRISH PUB, 10616 WHYTE 
AVE. Hosted by Joe Bird. 9 p.m. 
ORLANDOS #2 OPEN STAGE Hosted by Andrew White. 
Every Sun 3-8 p.m. Info: 780-451-7799, | 


| OVERDRIVE OVERDRIVE PUB AND GRILL, 6104 104TH ST. 


“Anything goes” afternoon acoustic jam hosted by The 
Shufflehound. 1:30-5 p.m. 
SONG WRITERS STAGE HULBERT'S, 7601 115TH ST. Hosted 


by Rhea March. info: www.Hulberts.ca. 


MONDAY 

THE IVORY CLUB THE IVORY CLUB, 2940 CALGARY TR. 
Hosted by Marty Vinko. 8 p.m. 

LB’S PUB LB’S PUB, #110, 23 AKINS DR., ST. ALBERT Hosted 
by Shaved Posse: Ken, Fred, Gordie and Matt. 9 p.m.-12:30 
am. 

OPEN STAGE WITH JAKE IAN WUNDERBAR HOFBRAU- 


| HAUS, 8120 JOIST ST. Every Monday at 9:30 p.m. With drums, 


bass, guitars and whatever else you would like to bring. 


PLEASANTVIEW HALL PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL, | 


10860 57TH AVE. Acoustic fiddle jam hosted by Wild Rose Old 
Tyme Fiddlers Society. Info: Willy, 780-474-5270. 

ROSE BOWL ROUGE LOUNGE, 10111 117TH ST. Hosted by Mike 
McDonald and Sherry-Lee Wisor. 9p.m.-12 a.m. 


TUESDAY 

AMMARS MOOSEHEAD TUESDAY OPEN STAGE B'S 
PUB, #110, 23 AKINS DR,, ST. ALBERT Hosted by Mark Ammar 
and Noel (Big Cat) Mackenzie. Moosehead Prizes and Beer 
Specials. Sponsored by Moosehead Beer. 

THE DRUID THE DRUID, 11606 JASPER AVE. Hosted by Chris 
Wynters. 9 p.m. 

REMEDY CAFE OPEN MIC REMEDY CAFE, 8631 109TH ST. 
Hosted by James and Tony. Doors at 7:30 p.m. Info: ace387@ 
hotmail.com. 


| SIDELINER'S PUB SIDELINER’S PUB, 1018 127TH ST. AllStar 


Jam. Hosted by Alicia Tait and Rickey Sidecar. 8 p.m. 


| SPORTSMAN’S LOUNGE SPORTSMAN'S LOUNGE, 8170 
| S5OTHST. Doors at 8 p.m. 


\A/ | 

WEDNESDAY 

BLUEGRASS JAM PLEASANTVIEW COMMUNITY HALL, 
10860 57TH AVE. Hosted by the Northern Bluegrass Circle 
Music Society, 7:30 p.m. 

CAFE BRITT CAFE BRITT, #1, 20 MCLEOD AVE, SPUCE 
GROVE, Hosted by Paul LePage. 7-9 p.m. 

EDDIE SHORTS EDDIE SHORTS, 10713 124THST. Open jam, 


| all gearprovided. 
| HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB HAVEN SOCIAL CLUB, 15120 A STONY 


PLAIN RD. Hosted by Ido Vanderlaan.7:30 pm. 


| HOOLIGANZ PUB HOOLIGANZ PUB, 10704 124TH ST. Hosted 


by Rock ‘n Roll Kenny. 7:30 p.m. 





Matwork 


Waunda 6 hai 





VORKS 
Pilates Studio 


Edmonton's Original Pilates Studio, est 1996 


780-433-4875 
# 210 - 8625 109 Street, 
Edmonton, AB 


(Above The Movie Studio) 





Reforme! 





Day and Evening 
‘Classes offered 








Mat and equipment _ 


lates classes fo 
4 level 


Pi 
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ON Screen 


W JEER IF YOU LIKE: THE EDITING IN 
SPEED RACER REPRESENTS A 





YEAR IN REVIEW « FILM. BY PAUL MATWYCHUK } 854 words 


Sometimes I’m Happy, Sometimes I’m Blue 


ff 


Manic, Depressive | Sally Hawkins is a bundle of joy in Happy-Go-Lucky, Philip Seymour Hoffman is a sack of woe in Synecdoche, New York. PHOTOS COURTESY OF MIRAMAX FILMS/SONY PICTURES CLASSICS 


PAUL MATWYCHUK CAN'T 
DECIDE BETWEEN UPBEAT 
HAPPY-GO-LUCKY AND DOWN- 
BEAT SYNECDOCHE, NEW YORK 
FOR FILM OF THE YEAR 





Often, in the doldrums of March 
and April, I start to wonder where all 
the good movies are going to come 
from. Where are the ones that I’m 
going to fall in love with, the five-star 
specials that I can put on my year- 
end Top Ten list? The problem can 
seem especially acute in Edmonton, 
where we have to wait so long for the 
smaller films, the festival favourites 
and the microbudgeted indies, to ar- 
rive on our screens. 

And yet, year in and year out, the 
films do arrive, no matter how many 
specialty distributors go out of busi- 
ness or how many interesting direc- 
tors get gobbled up by the Hollywood 
system, or just die altogether. They 
come from the unlikeliest places (a 
Mennonite community in Mexico, a 
flyspeck town in Israel) and feature 
the unlikeliest actors (the girl from 
The Princess Diaries, a Romanian 
eight-year-old who'd never acted 
before). Here's my list of the 10 best 
(plus six runners-up). 





ecdoche, ‘ 
The two extreme ends of the emo- 
tional spectrum were represented by 





these two films. I wish I could be a 
little more like Poppy Cross, the reso- 
lutely (some might say tyrannically) 
upbeat heroine of Mike Leigh’s wise, 
funny character study, but I suspect 
that my temperament is closer to 
that of Caden Cotard, the mopey, 
physically decaying playwright at the 
centre of Charlie Kaufman’s stag- 
geringly ambitious puzzle-movie. 
Interesting thing: Happy-Go-Lucky 
is more philosophical than it looks, 
while Synecdoche, New York is more 
emotional. 


This family drama combines the 
best elements of director Jonathan 
Demme: the music-lover who made 
Stop Making Sense and Neil Young: 
Heart of Gold, the documentarian 
who made The Agronomist, and the 
big-hearted humanist who made 
Melvin and Howard and Something 
Wild. Anne Hathaway is getting the 
Oscar buzz as the prickly bridesmaid 
Kym, but the standout performer 
for me is Bill Irwin as Kym’s father, 
a good man trying so hard to keep 
peace between the daughters he both 
loves but doesn’t quite understand. 


r: 





Guy Maddin is a Canadian trea- 
sure, and this delirious tribute to his 
snowy, sleepwalking hometown is 


his most accessible film yet: absurdly 
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funny in its recreation of tal] tales 
from Winnipeg's past, passionate 
in its outrage over City Hall's disre- 
spect for iconic local landmarks, and 
oddly emotional in its recreations 
of old Maddin family arguments. 
Perhaps the greatest Canadian film 
ever made? 


Yes, Speed Racer. | don’t care how 
many dismissive reviews you show 
me; the Wachowski Brothers’ outra- 
geously colourful ode to the joys of 
moving really, really fast wasn’t just 
the most blissfully enjoyable film of 
the summer, it was also the most for- 
mally innovative. Jeer if you like; the 
miraculously fluid editing in Speed 
Racer represents a breakthrough in 
visual storytelling. Go to the cineplex 
in 15 years, and I bet you'll see its in- 
fluence everywhere. 


James Marsh’s documentary about 
eternally boyish acrobat Philippe 
Petit's _ technically-illegal-but-who- 
cares-about-legalities 1974  tight- 
rope walk between New York’s Twin 
Towers seems to have a profound 
emotional effect on everyone who 
sees it. Even the cop who arrested 
Petit is inspired to unusually poetic 
phrases when the press interviews 
him. A beautiful, soul-replenishing 
movie. 


It was gratifying to see this grim, 
gruelling, formally challenging abor- 
tion drama from Romanian writer/ 
director Cristian Mungiu achieve a 
modest commercial breakthrough 
in North America. I’m not sure what 
the magic ingredient was, other 
than a combination of especially 
positive reviews and a genuine de- 
sire on the part of the public to see 
a movie, any movie, that dealt intel- 
ligently and realistically with this 
subject matter. 


Tarsem’s big, crazy, ambitious, 
unique, at times ludicrous, but most- 
ly awe-inspiring fable about a para- 
lyzed 1920s Hollywood stuntman 
(Lee Pace) who befriends a little girl 
(Catinca Untaru) staying in the same 
hospital, spinning her an elaborate 
fairytale in hopes of manipulating 
her into stealing enough medication 
for him to kill himself. It’s like Ale- 
jandro Jodorowsky decided to make 
a kids’ movie! 


Eran Kolirin’s bittersweet comedy/ 
drama about an Egyptian police band 
marooned in a small Israeli town re- 
calls the great '80s films of Scottish 
director Bill Forsyth — there’s the 
same gentle fish-out-of-water hu- 
mour, the same tenderness towards 





its characters, the same faith in the 
ability of total strangers to form hu- 
man connections, no matter ‘how 
fleeting or tentative. 


Mexican director Carlos Reygadas 
graduated from the showy provoca- 
tions of his previous film Battle in 
Heaven with this austere but deeply 
moving film — parable? fable? melo- 
drama? — about a Mennonite man 
torn between his love for his wife, his 
love for his mistress, and his love for 
God, Canadian writer and first-time 
actor Miriam Toews contributes a 
performance of Liv Ullmann-like 
clarity and complexity. 


Eccentric, occasionally perplexing, 
but always visually inventive, Todd 
Rohal’s low-budget indie comedy 
begins with Will Oldham aimlessly 
driving a boxy, bright-orange car 
down the Pennsylvania highway and 
ends with little Katy Haywood riding 
around and around on an amuse- 
ment park ride. Like them, the movie 
doesn’t really go anywhere either, 
but there's a lot of interesting stuff 
to look at and meditate on during the 
journey. 


RUNNERS-UP: Be Kind Rewind, 
Elegy, The Life of Reilly, The Order 
of Myths, Shine a Light, Wall-E 
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_onscreen 








MOVIE REVIEW - ROCKUMENTARY - BY PAUL MATWYCHUK | 607 words 


Patti Smith’s Home Movies — 


2 SS 


IT TOOK A FULL DECADE TO 
MAKE PATTI SMITH: DREAM 
OF LIFE, AND YOU FEEL EVERY 
SECOND OF IT 





PATTI SMITH: DREAM OF LIFE 

Directed by Steven Sebring. Metro Cinema (Seidler Hall, The 
Gitadel). Fri-Tue. Jan 2-6, 

2 Satan 





Patti Smith was born to be photo- 


_ graphed in black and white. I’m sure- 


i 


cine. 


ly not the first person to make this 
observation, but with her uncombed, 
greying hair and the stark, almost 
Cherokee leanness of her face and 
limbs, she does look like she belongs 
on the front porch of a 19th-centu- 
ty ranchhouse, sitting on a rocking 
chair with a shotgun across her lap. 
Or maybe something wilder — her 
androgynous fondness for wearing 
men's jackets and bowler hats recalls 
Calamity Jane, or some marauder out 
of Cormac McCarthy’s Blood Merid- 
ian, or The Place of Dead Roads, the 
Western novel written by her friend 
and mentor William S. Burroughs. 
Burroughs’ name gets dropped a lot 
in Patti Smith: Dream of Life, a ram- 
bling documentary portrait of the 
Singer and punk icon by fashion pho- 
tographer Steven Sebring (who, yes, 
shoots most of it in black and white). 
So do a lot of other iconoclastic 
American outlaw artists: Smith picks 


ore 


People Have The Horsepower | Patti Smith finds only temporary refuge from Steven Sebring’s omnipresent camera in the back seat of a limousine in Patti Smith: Dream of Life. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


w= 


ed 7 





up a guitar and mentions that Sam 
Shepard gave it to her; she goes to a 
cemetery to do a rubbing of Gregory 
Corso’s gravestone; she talks a lot 
about Bob Dylan. I suppose when 
you hang out in Smith’s circle for as 
long as she has, your anecdotes can't 
help but be filled with a lot of famous 
names, but I don’t know if I'd have 
much patience hanging out with 
someone like Smith, who can't pass 
by a hot dog stand without mention- 
ing how much Robert Mapplethorpe 
loved Nathan's hot dogs. 

Steven Sebring apparently had no 
such problem: he spent more than 
10 years making Dream of Life, tag- 
ging along with Smith as she put- 
tered around her cluttered New York 
apartment, sifted through boxes of 
souvenirs, visited her parents, made 
appearances at antiwar rallies, and 
went back on tour with her band 
after the deaths of a series of close 
colleagues and family members. The 
movie took so long to make that in 
the first scene, Smith threatens, only 
half-jokingly, to go on strike, refus- 
ing to budge from her corner of the 
room until Sebring stops filming. 

A full decade with your subject 
gains you a lot of intimacy, but as 
Dream of Life enters its second hour, 
you kind of start wondering wheth- 
er Sebring accidentally got rid of 
all his good stuff and held onto the 
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outtakes. Not that Smith isn’t a fas- 
cinating figure — especially when it 
comes to the contrast between her 
private, domestic self, cooing over | 
old baby clothes or laughing fondly 
at her mom's collection of ceramic | 
cows, and the firebrand she turns | 
into onstage, a sharp-elbowed harpy 
in an unironed grey T-shirt. It’s just | 
that Sebring doesn’t seem interested 
in interviewing anybody or probing 
Smith for insights into her art, her 
influences, or her political beliefs — 
or doing anything, really, other than 
make a glorified home movie. 

The footage of Smith's live shows 
contains energetic performances of 
her hits, but it's a little too heavy on 
Smith's spoken-word poetry (includ- 
ing an endless, strident indictment of 
George W. Bush) for my taste. Shep- 
ard drops by to play a couple of songs 
on the guitar (with Smith barely able 
to handle the chords to “You Are My 
Sunshine”) and she trades stories 
with Flea from the Red Hot Chili 
Peppers about having to urinate in 
water bottles during long trips. 

These scenes would be tasty mor- 
sels in a different movie, but in Patti 
Smith: Dream of Life, they're kind of 
the whole meal. But Smith diehards 
who've spent long hours staring at 
the album cover from Horses and 
wished it could move will have their 
dream come true. 













Milk 
Nightly 

6:45pm & 9:10pm 
Sat + Sun 
MATINEES @ 2:00 pm 
RATED 14A 
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NO 9:10pm ¢ DEC 31st 





(ve Loved 
You So Long 
Nightly 

6:55 & 9:05pm 


Sat * Sun 
MATINEES @ 2:30 pm 
RATED T.B.A 


NO 9:05pm * DEC 31st 











“SO SUBTLE AND SMART 


KRISTIN SCOTT THOMAS IS ABSOLUTE PERFECTION.” 


© -Joe Morgenstern, THE WALL STREET JOURNAL 


KKK! 


{HIGHEST RATING} 


AN UNUSUALLY MATURE PIECE OF WORK.” 


-Andrew Sarris, THE NEW YORK OBSERVER 
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CHECK THEATRE DIRECTORIES FOR SHOWTIMES 
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on screen 





YEAR IN REVIEW « FILM - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON | a07 words 


Rachel Getting Coronated 


JONATHAN DEMME’S MESSY 
BUT LIFE-AFFIRMING FAMILY 
DRAMA WAS MICHAEL HINGS- 
TON’S FAVE FLICK OF 2008 





My list is of the year’s best mov- 
ies is largely shaped by two factors 
which films | could trick SEE into 
sending me to, and the fact that | 
was in school as 2008 opened, and 
so only made it to the theatres twice 
until May. This may have potentially 
given Cloverfield and Keith Richards 
an unfair advantage over the compe- 
tition, but no matter — they stay. 





(1) Rachel 


stting Married 


A lot of people will tell you they” 


want to make the world a better 
place; director Jonathan Demme just 
did. Anne Hathaway's fresh-out-of- 
rehab Kym threatens to make her 
sister's wedding unravel with gut- 
punching accuracy, but the film's 
sublime, utterly sincere silver lining 
swallows everything else whole. Mu- 
sic, food, love, friends, and family: 
even Kym knows these things are 
indestructible 


(2) Synecdoche, New York 

Then there's Charlie Kaufman's di- 
rectorial debut, following an aging 
theatre director as he literally stages 
the show of his life, which is every 
ounce as bleak as Demme's film is 
jubilant. But if you can manage the 
lump in your throat as you see bodies 
decay and artists stare down a bru- 
tally indifferent universe, Kaufman's 
take on infinity has some hidden 


pockets of mirth, and plenty of logic- 
bending narrative tricks to keep that 
crippling depression at arm’s length 


(3) My Winnipeg 

Guy Maddin's breathtaking quasi- 
documentary about his childhood is a 
zany hunt for people and places that 
no longer exist. So it compensates 
accordingly, embracing scores of 
urban legends, actors playing family 
members, and old-fashioned bullshit 
to make up for its lost subject. What 
Maddin achieves is wholesale cine- 
matic alchemy, turning frumpy Win- 
nipeg into the most magical city on 
the planet 


(4) The Band's Visit 

This melancholic story of an Egyp- 
tian police band marooned in small- 
town Israel also features the year's 
best love story. As soon as the uptight 
conductor (Sasson Gabai) comes 
face-to-face with Dinah (Ronit Elka- 
betz), a warm but guarded café own- 
er, you'll pore over every second of 
their gradual rediscovery of romance 
— that messy, usually disappointing, 
but maybe, just maybe, life-changing 
hurricane of feelings. 


(5) 1 Served the King of England 

Like priests and taxi drivers, wait- 
ers get to hear a lot of good stories 
— but unlike his peers, the sprightly 
Jan Dite (Ivan Barney) is as often the 
star as he is the audience. Director 
Jiri Menzel shows him getting med- 
als from Ethiopian royalty, bedding 
hotel guests, going to jail for being a 


millionaire, and impulsively marry- 
ing a Nazi on the brink of the Second 
World War, all the while bouncing 
around the frame and never confus- 
ing an order or dropping a tray. 

(6) Iron Man 

Sure, superheroes can be gritty and 
morally complex, but they can also 
be — are meant to be, even — funny. 
As cocksure playboy Tony Stark, 
Robert Downey Jr. may be the best 
onscreen example of this principle to 
date, and director Jon Favreau gives 
him a huge high-tech playground in 
which to run wild. At the climax of a 
particularly well-orchestrated train- 
ing sequence, as Iron Man crashes 
around his lab trying to figure out 
how to use his foot rockets, the audi- 
ence | saw it with burst into raucous, 


spontaneous applause. 


(7) The Dark Knight 

While also lacking any shred of mor- 
al nuance, this commercial behe- 
moth succeeds on pyrotechnics and 
the sheer viciousness of Christopher 
Nolan's Gotham City. It’s a city so de- 
cayed that you don’t know whether to 
root for Batman and Harvey Dent as 
they scramble to keep it together, or 
for Heath Ledger's demonic Joker to 
obliterate it from the map altogether. 
If nothing else, Ledger's infamous 
disappearing-pencil trick will be re- 
membered for years to come. 


(8) Cloverfield 
If the Statue of Liberty’s head got 
swatted off tomorrow by a giant 








MEDIA 


murderous creature and crash-land- 
ed in the street, what's the very first 
thing people would do? They'd grab 
their cellphones and run like idiots to 
the smoking rubble to take a picture 
— and that’s exactly what happens in 
this wholly satisfying thought experi- 
ment of what a 21st-century Godzilla 
movie should be: gorged on technol- 
ogy, starved for explanations. 


(9) Shine a Light 

Is it weird that four 65-year-olds 
playing a fundraiser for an ex-pres- 
ident made for the year's most excit- 
ing rock 'n’ roll film? With help from 
Martin Scorsese and IMAX, The 
Rolling Stones don’t look young at 


The Best Anne | Anne Hathaway reveals her lang-hidden acting chops in Rachel Getting Married. PHOTO COURTESY OF MONGREL 


heart so much as they look positively 
immortal: Mick Jagger's cheek-and 
hipbones are chiselled from flint 
while Keith Richards tosses off his 
signature riffs with a look of outright 
bliss on his face. And when he sings? 
Jesus. 


Q0) Elegy 

Truth be told, I really had to pee for 
the second half of this movie. But 
even I could recognize the skill on 
display — Ben Kingsley’s messy rela- 
tionship with his young student is in- 
telligent, sobering, and grapples with 
the big, important grown-up ques- 
tions that us young whippersnappers 
tend to write off as simply clichéd. 
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4 Months, 5 Weeks, Best Of The Year 


BLEAK BUT BRILLIANT: 
CRISTIAN MUNGIU’S HARROW- 
ING ABORTION DRAMAISG.H. 
LEWMER’S TOP FILM PICK 





After a lifetime of seeing innumer- 
able movies (at least one a week), I 
now see very few films primarily be- 
cause (a) the output from Hollywood 
is all corporate and generic; and (b) 
the esthetics (and the execution of 
those esthetics) in Hollywood pic- 
tures are pathetic. That said, every 
year there are at least 10 films that 
are well worth seeking out in a the- 
atre here in Edmonton. These are the 
ones I sought: 


Q) 4 Months, 3 Weeks, and 2 Days 
Cristian Mungiu’s Cannes award- 
winner lived up to the hype. A mes- 
merizing and harrowing descent into 
the dark recesses of the collective 
soul of a society, framed more as a 
dynamic noir rather than a social 
issue picture. Features unforget- 
table performances and a thorough 


recreation of totalitarianism at its 
bleakest. 


(2) Silent Light 

Carlos Reygadas’ drama is a surpris- 
ingly beautiful and heartfelt poem to 
the mystery of existence that chal- 
lenges the viewer to reconsider be- 
trayal as a healing process. Without 


“question the most visually ravishing 
_and philosophically challenging film 


I saw this entire year. 


(3) Let the Right One In 

This lovely understated ode to the 
wonders of childhood by Swedish 
director Tomas Alfredson works ex- 
traordinarily well as both a coming- 
of-age story and as a great vampire 
movie. Funny when it needs to be 
and utterly heartbreaking in ways 
that only great films can be. 


(4) The King of Kong: A Fistful of 
Quarters 

An utterly mindboggling true under- 
dog story introduces us to a series of 
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unforgettable characters immersed 
in the videogame subculture, which 
has as rigid and regimented a hier- 
archy as any you'd find in an Eliza- 
bethan period piece. The film works 
as both historical treatise and jaw- 
droppingly hilarious comedy, and it's 
a great example of why documenta- 
ries are most interesting than 95 per 


The Reflecting Skin | Anamaria Marinca’s performance as a woman securing an abortion for her pregnant friend anchors 4 Months, 3 Weeks, and 2 Days. PHOTO COURTESY OF MONGREL MEDIA 


cent of narrative films today. 


(5) How to Gook Your Life 

A truly inspiring documentary by 
Doris Dorrie of Zen Buddhist priest 
and master chef Edward Brown, shot 
in an effortlessly easy-going and in- 
clusive style that allows the viewer to 
understand the sacredness of food. 





A beautiful experience, and an ex- 
tremely undervalued film. 


{6) Man on Wire 

The best action film of the year is 

a documentary with a heroic lead 

character and a rakish bunch of con- 

fidants beside whom any Hollywood 
LEWMER’S BEST cont'd pg. 21 
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LOVALTOAFAULT BEDTIME STORIES |S THE 1ITH ADAM SANDLER VEHICLE TO FEATURE HIS ONETIME SNL COLLEAGUE on 
a ROB SCHNEIDER IN A SUPPORTING ROLE. ' at 


NOVIE GUIDE WHAT'S PLAVING IN THE THEATRES 


FLICKER 
Director Nik Sheehan's documentary about 


the life of artist Brion Gysin, with particular 
focus on his use of a zoetrope-like “dream 
machine" as a tool to unlock the human 
consciousness. Featuring Marianne Faithfull, 
iggy Pop, and Kenneth Anger. Screening with 
Towers Open Fire, a collage-like short film 
made in 1963 by William S. Burroughs and 
Anthony Balch. Metro Cinema: Jan 2-5 (Sat, 
Mon @ 7pm; Fri, Sun @ 9:15pm) 


PATTI SMITH: DREAM OF LIFE 

Director Steven Sebring’s documentary 
about iconic singer Patti Smith, shot over a 
period of 1] years and incorporating footage 
of concerts, political rallies, and visits to her 
family. Metro Cinema: Jan 2-7 (Fri, Sun @ 
Jom; Sat, Mon @ 9pm; Tue, Wed @ 7 & 9pm) 


ALSO PLAYING 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON 


This fable about a man who begins life as an 
old man and ages backwards into infancy is a 
curiously unmoving experience, with a disap- 
pointingly opaque performance by Brad Pitt. 
One of 2008's big disappointments. 
wae 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 

Keanu Reeves is perfectly cast as an emo- 
tionless alien in this remake of the 1951 sci-fi 
classic; too bad the movie is perfectly awful. 


Dah eXa aks 


DOUBT 

Philip Seymour Hoffman is a liberal Catho- 
lic priest in 1964 Bronx who has engaged in 
inappropriate relations with an altarboy. Or 
has he? The terrifying nun played by Meryl 
Streep sure thinks he has, and it's great fun 
watching them spar. Not as profound as 
it purports to be, but a highly entertaining 
package. 

Kk kK 


'VELOVED YOU SO LONG 

Kristin Scott Thomas is being talked up as a 
Best Actress Oscar contender for this French 
drama about a woman who moves in with 
her sister after spending 15 years in prison. 


Well, maybe. But the film itself reeks of arti- 





LEWMER’S BEST (cont’d from pg. 20) 


heist picture pales by comparison. 
Some amazing historical footage of 
Philippe Petit’s incredible tightrope 
walk across the Twin Towers in New 
York City, and some skilful recre- 
ations of the events leading up to it, 
underline an important message of 
magic and belief. 


An overwhelming, moving examina- 
tion of what it means to be human 
and whether the individual should 
prevail over the collective, especially 
with life and death at stake. Gonzalo 
Arijon’s documentary demands to be 
Seen with an audience, as it address- 


es the question of spiritual group 





WALT DISNEY PICTURES 


fice and contrived melodrama. 
kk 


Ae oh 


MILK 

With Gus Van Sant behind the camera, you'd 
expect this biopic about slain politician and 
gay-rights activist Harvey Milk to be more 
stylistically adventurous. But Sean Penn and 
Josh Brolin are both fantastic, and God knows 
the political message couldn't be timelier. 
KAKI 


THE READER 

What's with all the sympathetic Nazis in the 
theatres right now? Tom Cruise in Valkyrie, 
the little kid in The Boy in the Striped Paja- 
mas, and now Kate Winslet as the mysteri- 
ous older woman who seduces the adoles- 
cent version of Ralph Fiennes into manhood 
Hey, someone had to do it 

kkk Ty 


SEVEN POUNDS 

Will Smith has a plan to benefit the lives of 
seven strangers — an utterly preposterous 
plan that involves identity theft, a poisonous 
jellyfish, a bathtub full of ice, and an abusive 
phonecall to a blind Woody Harrelson, 
Kk 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 

Every Oscar season, there's always a “little 
movie that could” that emerges as the crowd- 
pleasing contender to win Best Picture. This 
gimmicky but winning urban fairytale about 
a Mumbai slum kid who wins a fortune on a 
TV game show is 2008's answer to Juno and 


politics in a way that is both inspir- 
ing and illuminating. 


Alex Gibney’s hard-hitting, Oscar- 
winning documentary underscores 
everything that is evil and corrupt 
about the politics of war and the 
way moral responsibility is aban- 
doned in the pursuit of profit and 
power. Mandatory viewing for any- 
one who believes maintaining our 
entitled position in western society 
is justification enough for the de- 
struction we create elsewhere in the 
world. 








Perhaps the most philosophical Wer- 
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Adam Resurrected | Adam Sandler lives happily ever after, possibly with Teresa Pal 





mer, in Bedtime Stories. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
Little Miss Sunshine — and it's better than 
either of them. 


Kk kK 


THE SPIRIT 





An utter disaster: juvenile, ugly-looking, wit- | 


less, and disrespectful of its source material. 
Rivals Batman and Robin as the worst comic- 
book movie ever made. 


Sede oh, 
WW WW EY 


THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 
This film version of Kate DiCamillo’s children’s 
book about a soup-loving rat has its heart in 


the right place, but somehow it never quite | 


gathers enough momentum to seem like 
more than a pale retread of Ratatouille. 
Ka 


VALKYRIE 

Yeah, yeah, we know: the eyepatch is dis- 
tracting. But Bryan Singer's thriller about a 
group of Nazi army officers plotting to kill 
Hitler is better than the negative buzz sug- 
gested, and we're actually kind of relieved 


Tom Cruise doesn't attempt a German ) 


accent. 
Kk KI 


YES MAN 

Jim Carrey should have said no to this script! 
Zing! Okay, okay, but in our defence, we put 
more work into that joke than the three 
screenwriters put into developing this flimsy 
premise. Extra demerits for some of the most 


obnoxious product placement of the year. 
wk err 


ner Herzog film in a long while, this 
Antarctic travelogue is a must-see 
for Werner fanatics. A sober riff on 
the evolution of the planet and hu- 
man consciousness that transcends 
the Herzog-as-jokester image that 
many critics perpetuate as an easy 
way to avoid confronting the ques- 
tions he raises. 


A visually and emotionally ravishing 
ode to a way of life forever lost. Not 
as haunting as director Jia Zhangke’s 
earlier The World, but equally as 
desolate in its portrayal of the new 
economic miracle of China. A fan- 
tastic film that is both political and 
humane in the best sense of those 
words. 
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SARNEAU 
8712 - 109 Street - 433-0728 


MESMERIZING! 


AN INTENSE, Top-NoTcH THRILLER! TOM CRUISE 
cives one of THE BEST PERFORMANCES 


OF HIS CAREER.” 


Jeffrey Lyons, NBC/REEL TALK 


PULSE-POUNDING, 
sca-sxene EXCITEMENT iron sr rns 


HANDS DOWN THE BEST SUSPENSE THRILLER OF THE YEAR.” 


Pete Hommond, HOLLYWOOD.COM 











“one or tHE YEAR’S BEST SURPRISES!’ 


Scott Mantz, ACCESS HOLLYWOOD 


TOM CRUISE 


VALKYRIE 


FROM THE pinecTOR OF THE USUAL SUSPECTS ano X-MEN 


BASED ON THE INCREDIBLE TRUE STORY 


(@) 


View the trailer and exclusive content at www.valkyrie.unitedartists.com 


NOW PLAYING ONLY IN THEATRES 
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BEYOND THE BLURBS - ALTERNATIVE CRITICS HAVE THEIR SAY 








It’s A Mat, Mat, Mat Mat World | Mickey Rourke com- 
mands the squared circle in The Wrestler. PHOTO COURTESY OF 
FOX SEARCHLIGHT PICTURES 





THIS WEEK: SO WHAT'S THE 
BEST MOVIE OF THE YEAR? 


Owen Gleiberman, Entertainment Weekly | “The 
Wrestler. Movies you love the most don't 
just thrill or move you, or dazzle your eyeballs; 
they create a moment-to-moment feeling of 
discovery. In this great, tender and haunt- 
ing tale of a washed-up wrestler still living 
off the fumes of his '80s glory days, Darren 
Aronofsky shows you Randy ‘The Ram’ Rob- 
inson from the inside out — his fears and 
dreams, his ringside rituals of triumph and 
pain, his saddened daily existence in a New 
Jersey trailer park. Randy is as complex and 
affecting as anyone seen on a movie screen 


this year. Playing this pumped-up, broken- 
down legend, Mickey Rourke turns his dam- 
age and survival into a legend of its own: the 
actor who ditched stardom, saw the lower 
depths, and came back with his face mashed 
but his grace softly intact.” 


Matt Singer, IFC.com | “No movie | saw in 2008 
was as exciting, imaginative, hysterically 
funny or hysterically sad as My Winnipeg. 
Guy Maddin was hired to direct a documen- 
tary to his hometown, a place he describes, 
with a good deal of pride, as ‘the strang- 
est city in North America, but wound up 
delivering a ‘docu-fantasia’ where dream 
logic prevails, sleepwalking is a recurring 


motif and local history blends with myth 
and even parts of Maddin's own childhood. 
In repeatedly returning to the image of a 
man ona train heading out of Winnipeg that 
can never quite break free from the city's 
gravitational orbit, the film becomes a de- 
lightful piece of escapism on its subject's 
inability to escape his past or his beloved 
home.” 


The Onion AV Club | “Beyond their state-of- 
the-art animation, consistent wit, and 
emotional depth, part of what makes Pixar 
films stand so far above the rest is that 
they somehow feel like personal expression, 
even though they're released by the com- 


mercial monolith Disney, and freighted with 
stratospheric box-office expectations. How 
many other animation houses would have 
the courage to counter the trend of bright, 
yammering animals with movie where the 
first third is so notable for its silence and 
dust-choked desolation? And how would 
any other studio film smuggle in such a bold 
satirical message about a future society 
consumed by its own slothful consump- 
tion? Add to that all the clips from the 1969 
musical flop Hello, Dolly!, and Wall-E feels 
downright iconoclastic, in addition to being 
the funniest and most achingly beautiful 
story of robot love the universe has ever wit- 
nessed.” 
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8712-109 STREET © 433-0728 


SLUMDOG MILLIONAIRE 144 
Nightly 6:50, 9:10; Sat/Sun matinees 2:00. Violence, 
10337 - 82 AVENUE * 433-0728 

MILK 14a 
Nightly 6:45, 9:10; Sot/Sun matinees 2:00. Violence. 
I'VE LOVED YOU SO LONG STC 
FreThurs 6:55, 9:05; Sat/Sun matinees 2:30. 

205 Main Street, Spruce Grove © 962-2332 
BEDTIME STORIES G 
Nightly 6:45, 9:00; matinees Fri Sat & Sun 12:45, 3:15. 
MARLEY & ME PG 
Nightly 7:10, 9:30; matinees Fri Sat & Sun 12:55, 3:25. 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
Nightly 7:30; matinees Fai Sat & Sun 1:30. 
Coarse longuage, not recommended for young children, i 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 
Nightly 6:55, 9:05; motinees Fn Sat & Sun 1:05, 3:10. 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
Nighy 7:05, 9:15. Longuoge may offend, cule content 
BOLT 6 
Matinees Fri Sat & Sun 1:10, 3:00, ri : 
YES MAN 4A 
Nightly 7:00; 9:10; motinees Fri Sat & Sun 1:00, 3:20. fas 
SEVEN POUNDS 14 


Nightly 6:50, 9:25; motinees Fri Sat & Sun 12:50, 3:30. Mature themes. 


7828-101A AVENUE (ZEIDLER HALL, CITADEL THEATRE) © 425-9212 


PATTI SMITH: DREAM OF LIFE 14a 
Fri 7:00; Sot 9:00, 
FLICKER W/TOWERS OPEN FIRE sTC 


fri 9:15; Sot 7:00 
GRANDIN THEATRE 
GRANDIN MALL, SIR WINSTON CHURCHILL AVE, ST. ALBERT © 458-9622 
BEDTIME STORIES 6 
Daily 1:35, 3:35, 5:35, 735, 9:95, No posses. “4 
TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 
Daily 1:00, 3:00, 5:00, 6:50. 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
Daily 8:45. No passes. : na = 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 6 
Dolly 12:45. ‘2 « . 
TWILIGHT PG 
Daily 4:35, 9:05, 3 a z 
BOLT 6 
Daily 2:30, 7:05 ca Pp ’ 
YES MAN 14a 
Daly 1:15, 3:15, 5:15, 7:15, 915. No posses. oa 
MARLEY AND ME °G 


Daily 12:40, 2:55, 5:05, 7:20, 9:25. No pnsses 


4702-50 St Leduc © 986-2728 


MARLEY & ME PG 
Night 6:50, 9:15; matings daly 12:50, 35. 
BEDTIME STORIES 6 
Nighy 7:05, 9:25; mates day 1205, 3:25, 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 


Nightly 6:55; matinee daly 12:55, 3:30. 


Scotiaba 
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Yes MAN 14a 
Nighy 7:00, 9:20; matinees daiy 1:00, 3:20. 2 
TRANSPORTER 3 14A 
Nightly 9:10 


WETASKIWIN CINEMA 4 PLEX 
3840-56. Wetaskiwin © 352-3922 





MARLEY & ME PG 
Nightly 6:50, 9:15; matinees daily 12:50, 3:15 

BEDTIME STORIES G 
Nighty 7:05, 9:25; matinees daly 1:05, 3:25 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX G 
Nightly 6:55, 9:10; motinees daly 12:55, 3:30 % 
YES MAN 14a 
Nightly 7:00, 9:20; matinees daily 1:00, 3:20. 

TRANSPORTER 3 14A 
Nightly 9:10 


SOUTH EDMONTON 


= 1525 99 Sheet © 436-8585 
BEDTIME STORIES G 
FrrSun 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 
7:30, 10:00. No passes. 

MARLEY & ME 

FreSun 1:15, 4:30, 7:40, 10:15; Mon-Wed 1:15, 4:30, 7:40, 10:15; 
Thurs 4:00, 7:40, 10:15; Stor 8 Stolers Screening Thus 1:00. Ho pase 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
FitSun 12:15, 2:00, 4:00, 6:15, 8:00, 10:00; Mon-Wed 12:15, 2:00, 
4:00, 6:15, 8:00, 10:00; Thurs 12:15, 4:00, 6:15, 8:00, 10:00; Stor & 
Strollers Sagening Thurs 1:00. Not recommended for young children, coorse 
languoge. No passes. 


PG 


THE SPIRIT 4A 
freThus 1:30, 4:00, 7:40, 10:90 

VALKYRIE PG 
Frehus 12:20, 3:10, 6:50, 9:45. Coos longoge,vlence. 
THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 


FrtSun 12:00, 2:20, 4:45, 7:00, 9:20; Mon-Thurs 12:00, 2:20, 4:45, 
700, 9:20. No passes. 
SEVEN POUNDS 14A 
FrtSun 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 10:10 
Mature themes. No posses. 
YES MAN 

FrieThurs 12:50, 3:20, 7:15, 10:20; Mon-Thurs 12:50, 3:20, 7:15, 
10:20. No passes. uel ah 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL 
FréThus 12:30, 3:30, 7:30, 10:30 
pousT 

FréThws 1:40, 4:01, 6:50, 9:45. Monae themes, 
RAB NE BANA DI JODI (HIND! W/E.S.T.) 
FreThurs 5:00, 9:00. 
FOUR CHRISTMASES 
FreWed 1210, 2:40, 5:00, 7:15, 9:50; Thurs 12:10, 2:40, 5:00, 10:10. 
Language moy offend, cule content, : 
BOLT G 
FreThurs 12:10, 2:80, 4:50, 7:20, 9:40 

TWIUGHT 

FeeThuss 1:15, 4:40, 7:20, 10:20. Violence 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

FriThurs 1:00, 3:50, 6:45,9:90, 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE 2 AFRICA 6 
FreThurs 11:50, 2:25. 


NORTH EDMONTON 


—_____ 1423113 7th Averwe © 732-2228 
BEDTIME STORIES 

FreSun 12:30, 2:15, 5:10, 740, 10:15; Mon-Thurs 12:30, 250, 5:10, 
7:40, 1015, No pases. 
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Scotiabank Theatre Edmonton 


CALE 


MARLEY & ME PG 
Fr¢Sun 1:10, 4:00, 7:20, 10:05; Mon-Thurs 1:10, 4:00, 7:20, 10:05. 

No passes 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
FreSun 2:15, 6:20, 10:00; MorrThurs 2:15, 6:20, 10:00 

Not recommended for young children, coarse lonquoge, 

THE SPIRIT 14a 
FreThurs 1:50, 5:00, 8:00, 10:40. 

VALKYRIE PG 
FreThurs 1:30, 4:30, 7:30, 10:20, Coarse language, violence. 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 


FreSun 12:10, 2:20, 4:40, 7:05, 9:20; Mon-Thurs 12:20, 2:20, 4:40, 
7:05, 9:20. No passes. 


SEVEN POUNDS 14a 
FreSun 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:55; Mon-Thurs 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:55. 
Mature themes. No passes. 

YES MAN PG 


FreSun 12:20, 2:45, 5:15, 7:50, 10:30; Mon-Tues, Thurs 12:20, 2:45, 
5:15, 7:50, 10:30; Wed 5:15, 7:50, 10:30; Stor & Strollers Screening 
Wed 1:00. Mature themes. No passes, 


THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
FreThurs 1:15, 3:40, 6:40, 9:10. 
DOUBT PG 


Frelues, Thurs 12:50, 3:30, 6:30, 9:00; Wed 3:30, 6:30, 9:30; Stor & 
Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Mature theme. 

FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
FreThurs 12:40, 3:00, 5:20, 7:45, 10:10. Languoge may offend, crude 
content. 





BOLT 6 
FreThurs 12:00, 2:30, 4:45, 7:15, 9:40. ™ 
TWILIGHT PG 
FrieThurs 1:00, 3:50, 6:50, 9:30, Violence. 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 14a 
freThus 1:40, 4:20, 7:10, 9:50 : he 
MADAGASCAR: ESCAPE TO AFRICA G 
FreThurs 12:05 
TY CENTRE 9 EMAS 

___ 3RD FLOOR PHASE Il, 101 st. & 102 AVE, © 421-7020 
YES MAN PG 
FreThurs 12:40, 3:20, 7:10, 9:50, Mature themes, No passes. 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 


FreThurs 12:00, 3:40, 8:00. No recommended for young children, coarse 
Jonguage. No passes. 


BEDTIME STORIES 6 
freThus 12:05, 3:05, 7:00, 9:35. No passes. pe 
SEVEN POUNDS M4A 
FreThus 12:50, 3:50, 6:45, 9:55. Motu themes 

THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
FrrThurs 12:20, 3:00, 6:35, 9:0. 

VALKYRIE PG 
freThus 12:10, 3:35, 6:40, 9:40. Violence, couse nguoge, 
DOUBT STC 
FreThus 12:30, 3:10, 6:55, 9:20, 

THE READER 18A 


FreThurs 12:25, 3:15, 6:30, 9:10. Sexuol content, 


CLAREVIEW 10 CINEMAS 


4211-139TH AVENUE © 472-7600 


TWILIGHT PG 
FriSun 1:05, 3:55, 6:30, 9:15; Mon-Thurs 3:55, 6:30, 9:15. Violence 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 
FreThurs 9:00. Crude content, language may offend. % 
THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 


FieSun 1:35, 5:00, 7:25, 9:50; Mon Thus 5:00, 7:25, 9:50. 


with IMAX 


SHOWTIMES JANUARY 1-7, 200 


YES MAN PG 
FreSun 1:40, 4:35, 7:10, 9:45; Mon-Thurs 4:35, 7:10, 9:45. Mature 


themes, 


THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX G 
FreSun 1:50, 4:20, 6:45; Mon-Thurs 4:20, 6:45. 
SEVEN POUNDS 4A 


FrrSun 1:15, 4:00, 6:40, 9:25; MorThurs 4:00, 6:40, 9:25. Mature 
themes. 

MARLEY & ME PG 
FreSat 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 9:35; Sun 1:20, 4:10, 6:50, 9:35; Mon-Thurs 
4:10, 6:50, 9:35. No passes ‘ 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 
FreSat 1:10, 4:50, 8:30; Sun 1:10, 4:50, 8:30; Mon-Thurs 4:50, 8:30. 
Not recommended for young children, coorse language, No passes. 


THE SPIRIT STC 
FreSun 2:10, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 4:40, 7:15, 9:40. 
VALKYRIE PG 


FrrSun 1:00, 3:50, 6:35, 9:20; MorThurs 3:50, 6:35, 9:20. Violence, 
coarse longuage. 
BEDTIME STORIES 6 
FreSat 2:00, 4:25, 7:00, 9:30; Sun 2:00, 4:25, 7:00, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 
4:25, 7:00, 7:30 

WESTMOUNT CENTRE CINEMAS 

111 AVENUE & GROAT ROAD © 455-8726 

YES MAN PG 
FreSun 1:15, 3:55, 7:05, 9:35;Mon 9:35; TuesThurs 7:05, 9:35. Mature 
themes. 
VALKYRIE PG 
FrrSun 12:45, 3:30, 6:40, 9:20; MorrThurs 6:40, 9:20. Coarse language, 
violence. 
MARLEY & ME 
FreSun 1:00, 3:45, 6:55, 9:45; MoreThurs 6:55, 9:45. Ho pases, 
THE SPIRIT 
FreSun 1:25, 4:05, 7:15, 9:55; Mon-Thurs 7:15, 9:55. 


SCOTIABANK THEATRE 


WEST EDMONTON MALL » 8882-170 STREET » 444-2400 
BEDTIME STORIES 6 
FriSun 11:45, 2:20, 4:50, 7:30, 10:10; Morrues, Thus 11:45, 2:20, 
4:50, 730, 10:10; Wed 4:50, 7:20, 10:10; Str & Stollrs Saeening 


PG 


PG 


Wed 1:00, No passes. = a 
MARLEY & ME PG 
FrtSun 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30; Mon-Thurs 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 9:30. 

No passes. = 

THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN BUTTON PG 


Fri-Sun 12:00, 4:00, 8:00; Mon-Tues, Thurs 12:00, 4:00, 8:00; Wed 
4:15, 8:00; Stor & Strollers Screening Wed 1:00. Not recommended for 
young children, coorse longuoge, 


THE SPIRIT 4A 
FreThus 1:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:20. we 
VALKYRIE PG 
FriThors 1:10, 4:10, 7:10, 10:00. Coarse language, violence. 

THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 


FriSun 11:50, 2:15, 4:40, 7:15, 9:40; Mon-Thurs 11:50, 2:15, 4:40, 
7:15, 9:40. No passes. 3 
SEVEN POUNDS 14a 
FriSun 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 12:50, 3:50, 6:50, 9:50, 
‘Mature themes, No passes. f 
YES MAN PG 
FreSun 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 7:50, 10:30; MonrThurs 12:10, 2:45, 5:20, 
750, 10-30. Mature themes. 


THEDAY THEEARTH STOOD STILL «= (st 
FreThurs 1:00, 4: 00, 7:00, 9:45. No posses. ea 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 


FrieWed 1:30, 4:15, 6:40, 9:15; Thurs 1:30, 4:15, 9:15. Longuage may 
offend, cude content. 





BOLT 

FreThurs 12:45, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20. 
TWILIGHT 

FreThurs 12:40, 3:40, 6:45, 9:45. Violence. 
QUANTUM OF SOLACE 

FrieThurs 1:40, 4:30, 7:40, 10:30. 









TBOAVENUE & SO STREET © 472979 






























GHAJINI (HINDI W/E.S.T) sic 
FreThurs 1:00, 4:35, 8:15, au Eat 
AUSTRALIA PG 
FréThues 12:50, 4:05, 7:35 “aeey : 
TRANSPORTER 3 14A 
Frethurs 1:40, 4:30, 7:10, 9:40. Be es 
ROLE MODELS 14a 
reThurs 1:55, 4:40, 7:15, 9:30. Gude content, coarse languoge, 
HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 3: SENIOR YEAR G 
FreThurs 1:15, 2:05, 4:05, 4:50, 6:45, 7:25,9:55. 
CHANGELING 14A 
FreThurs 1:05, 4:05, 6:55, 9:50. Paes 
MAX PAYNE 14a 
FriSot 9:25, Violence. = oft 
BODY OF LIES 14A 
FreThurs 4:10, 6:55, 9:35. Coorse language, brutal violence, 
BEVERLY HILLS CHIHUAHUA G 
FréThurs 1:20, 2:00, 4:00, 4:45, 7:20,9:50. 
RACHEL GETTING MARRIED STC 
FriSot 1:25, 4:15, 6:50,9:20. Sate wend 
EAGLE EYE 4A 
Frethurs 1:35, 4:25, 7:00, 945. te 

IGOR PG 
fib Thn§ 1:90, <p, Sah ee 

THE DARK KNIGHT PG 
FreThurs 7:40. 






Violence, frightening scenes, not recommended for young children. 


GALAXY CINEMAS 


2020 SHERWOOD DR, SHERWOOD PARK 4160150. 


BEDTIME STORIES G 














MARLEY & ME 
FiiSun 12:50, 4:10, 6:50, 9:30; Mon Thurs 
THE CURIOUS CASE OF BENJAMIN 
FreSun 12:00, 3:30, 8:00; Mon-Thurs 8:00. Not recommended for young 
children, corse longoge. 


















THE SPIRIT 14a 
FreSun 12:30, 3:50, 7:10, 9:50; Mon-Thurs 7:10, 9:50. 
VALKYRIE eS PG 








FreSun 12:20, 4:20, 7:20, 10:20; Mon-Thurs 7:20, 10:20. 
Coarse language, violence 

















THE TALE OF DESPEREAUX 6 
FreThurs 12:10, 2:30, 4:40, 7:15; Mon Thurs 7:15. No posses. 
SEVEN POUNDS 14a 






FreSun 12:40, 3:40, 7:00, 10:00; Mon-Thurs 7:00, 10:00. Mature 
themes. No passes, 
YES MAN PG 
FreSun 1:10, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10; MorrThurs 7:30, 10:10, Mature themes. 
No passes. 
























THE DAY THE EARTH STOOD STILL PG 
Frets 9:40. HTS PABT Oe * 
FOUR CHRISTMASES PG 





FreSun 1:20, 4:15, 6:30, 9:10; Mon-Thurs 6:30, 9:10. Language moy 
offend, crude content. 











BOLT . c 
FreSun 1:00, 4:00. 
TWILIGHT PG 


FreThurs 6:50, 9:45. Violence, 
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1 4 THE MEN GET DRUNKER, INSULTS FLY, 
CRIMINAL SCHEMES ARE HATCHED, AND 
LONG-BURIED FAMILY SECRETS GET UNEARTHED. 





YEAR IN REVIEW - THEATRE - BY MICHAEL HINGSTON, PAUL MATWYCHUK, AND MARLISS WEBER 1:172words 


The Mighty Carlins: Mighty Indeed! 


COLLIN DOYLE’S BEERY BLACK 
COMEDY WAS THE FIRST 
PRODUCTION OF 2008, AND 
ALSO THE FINEST 





What does it really mean to be named 
one of SEE Magazine's “Best Plays 
of 2008”? The honour is a lot more 
slippery than it might appear: not 
to take anything away from the fine 
productions that made our final list 
of 10, but theatre being the medium 
that it is, perhaps all it really means 
is that we saw the show on the right 
night, when the performers were in a 
particular mood, when the energy in- 
side the theatre was especially elec- 
tric, when the script, the direction, 
and the design of the show coalesced 
in an unusually vibrant way, and 
when all those elements combined 
with the mood of the reviewer to cat- 
alyze a particularly magical effect. 

All those caveats and equivocations 
aside, we're fairly confident in our 
declaration that the following 10 pro- 
ductions represent a cross-section of 
everything Edmonton theatre artists 
can achieve when they're really firing 
on all cylinders — no matter whether 
the material they’re working with is 
a deep-dish drama, a deeply weird 
indie cabaret, a low-budget Fringe 
show, or a lowbrow comedy. Here’s 
our list. 


(1) The Mighty Carlins 
It took its sweet time reaching the 
stage, but Collin Doyle's scabrous 
comedy was worth the wait. Three 
hard-drinking Mill Woods men — a 
father who's raised withholding af- 
fection to an artform, his under- 
achieving son, and his under-un- 
derachieving son — gather around 
the kitchen table for their annual 
alcoholic binge in memory of their 
late wife and mother; as the three 
get drunker, insults fly, criminal 
schemes are hatched, and long- 
buried family secrets get unearthed. 
John Wright, Fred Zbryski, and 
James Hamilton all give vivid, funny, 
wounded performances, but the real 
attraction is Doyle's richly theatrical 
dialogue, which never sacrifices the 
characters’ humanity for the sake of 
a cheap laugh. 


(2) Maggie-Now Parts III (Claude) 

And IV (1 Bury Youse All) 

The highlight of this year’s Fringe 
Festival, the final two chapters of 
writer/director Jennifer Spencer's 
epic adaptation of Betty Smith’s nov- 
el was at once dizzying in its gran- 
diosity and shocking in its intimacy. 
As Maggie-Now, Kendra Conner led 


a dynamite cast through the story 
of her marriage and middle age, 
with lightning-quick choreography 
transforming the combined four- 
hour running time — in a sweaty 
church BYOV, to boot — into one 
gorgeous blur. 


(3) Who's Afraid Of Virginia 
Woolf? 

Canonical but far from safe, Ed- 
ward Albee’s masterwork was given 
a superb treatment by director/ 
MFA candidate Rob Moffatt at the 
Timms Centre this September. In- 
side George and Martha’s elegant liv- 
ing room, insults are hurled, reputa- 
tions maligned, and the good names 
of academics everywhere thoroughly 
sullied — a three-hour study in char- 
acter assassination. 


(4) Palace Of The End 
Director Marianne Copithorne’s 
multilayered production of Judith 
Thompson's play about the Iraq War 
does the work justice. Nadien Chu is 
a standout as Lynndie England, the 
American soldier convicted of com- 
mitting “indecent acts” against Abu 
Ghraib prisoners, and John Wright 
evokes all the strange, suicidal sad- 
ness of British WMD expert Dr. Da- 
vid Kelly. But it’s Natascha Girgis who 
gives possibly the show's most heart- 
breaking performance as Nehrjas 
Al Saffarh, a woman who survived 
torture at the hands of Saddam Hus- 
sein only to die in Desert Storm. Her 
superlative portrayal of this woman, 
along with her pitch-perfect Arabic 
dialect, is so moving, so tender that 
it's hard not to already be thinking of 
next year's Sterling nods. 


(S) Billy Twinkle: Requiem for a 
Golden Boy 

The latest marionette extravagan- 
za from Ronnie Burkett is an It's a 
Wonderful Life-ish highlight reel of 
an aging puppeteer’s life, told with 
the help of his creations as he con- 
templates suicide from the bow of a 
cruise ship. The puppets — includ- 
ing a burlesque queen who opens 
the show by little stripping off its 
costume to a randy old man with an 
inflatable balloon penis to little Billy 
Twinkle himself, a wide-eyed prairie 
kid who loses himself in a world of 
wood and string — were extraordi- 
nary, and Burkett commanded the 
full attention of the Maclab Theatre 
in the most elaborate one-man show 
of the year. 


(6) Pig: A Back Door Peep Show 
Remember those bygone days when 
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Mill Woods Mamet | John Wright, James Hamilton, and Fred Zbryski butt heads and pound back beers in The Mighty Carlins. PHOTO BY MERYL SMITH LAWTON 


Fringe shows had gigantic casts, lots 
of music, and a what-the-hell will- 
ingness to throw everything at the 
wall and see what stuck (and how 
much of it spattered onto the audi- 
ence)? When you could attend a 
BYOV show and know you were go- 
ing to see something special — not 
just part of the overflow of plays that 
didn’t get drawn in the lottery, but a 
site-specific installation with an at- 
mosphere impossible to achieve in a 
conventional theatre? Kristine Nut- 
ting does, and while her rollicking 
satire Pig wasn't a Fringe show, it ex- 
pressed the Fringe spirit better than 
any other play this year. And she let 
the Chez Pierre nightclub go out on 
an uncharacteristic note of artistic 
credibility. 


(7) Shining City 

Tom Wood made his first-ever acting 
appearance in the intimate Rice The- 
atre in Conor McPherson's drama, 
set entirely within the lonely office 
of a Dublin psychiatrist — and seeing 
him close-up was an excellent way 
to appreciate the artistry with which 
he handled his role as a man haunt- 
ed by the memory of his dead wife. 








j fh) 
Particularly thrilling was the lengthy 
monologue in which Wood's charac- 
ter — not a believer in either ghosts 
or psychiatry — tells his shrink that 
he thinks his wife is haunting him, a 


tour de force that’s practically a one- 
act play in its own right. 


(8) 4.48 Psychosis/Crave 

By pure coincidence, last May two 
independent theatre companies 
staged nearly simultaneous produc- 
tions of two of the darkest, most 
challenging works by ultra-gloomy 
British playwright Sarah Kane. 
Neither play provided what you 
would call a cheerful night out at the 
theatre (although 4.48 Psychosis’ 
depiction of life in a psychiatric ward 
is not without its moments of black 
humour), but the commitment which 
these actors and directors brought 
to Kane’s uncompromising vision 
is a hopeful sign of the health of 
local theatre. ; 


(9) Without You 

Studio Theatre doesn’t often stage 
new work, but they made a wel- 
come exception for Nicole Moeller’s 


* also host a regular monthly film se- 





der, beautifully constructed jour- 
ney through the byways of love and 
love's mistakes. Funny, sad, sexy, and 
unflinchingly honest, with dialogue 
so true and real you forget it’s written 
and not lived. We've all lived through 
these experiences, or know someone 
who has: Moeller has tapped into 
the universal post-postmodern late- 
twentysomething experience: what 
happens when true love fails, and 
when true love endures. 


(10) I'm Sticking With Kiefer/1UP 
With these two shows — the first a 
hilarious yet surprisingly sympa- 
thetic imagining of the career of ~ 
has-been ’80s actor Lou Diamond 
Phillips, the other a spoof of videog- 
ame culture — Mostly Water The- 
atre leapt to the front ranks of €d- 
monton comedy. They're one of the 
funniest troupes around, and almost 
certainly the hardest-working: they 
ries at Metro Cinema, they staged a 
Christmastime show, XXXmas IV: 
The Regifting, and this year, they'll 
be promoting the Fringe with a com- 
bination of live stunts and online ~ 


cold-feet romantic comedy, a ten- viral content. ——— 





do your business 
here >>> 


A nourishing week of yoga & sun in one 
of the most beautiful places on earth 


The Big Island of Hawaii. 


Known as the healing Island where you can 
swim with dolphins, then stretch in the sun 
What better way to spend reading week, 

or fo surprise your sweetheart for an 
unforgettable Valentines Day, or Christmas gift 
Or to just recharge your sense of well being 


Yoga in Hawaii 
February 15th to 21st, 2009 


ig at the beautiful kal 


AORE INFORMATION 
TO REGISTER: 


780.421.9444 
#2, 10026-102s1 
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GS YOGA STUDIO 
CREATE PEACE | BE LOVE | LIVE JOY 


AN ADVANCED SCREENING 


PASS FOR TWO 


CLINT EASTWOOD 


Now 
OPENS BE CEM! 
JANUARY SMIBN THE 


MONDAY JANUARY 5" @ 7:00 PM 
EMPIRE WESMOUNT 


in theatres - friday january 9" 2009 + 
TO VIEW TRAILER « VISIT HTTP://WWW.THEGRANTORINO.COM 


Come by SEE Magazine (#200 10275 Jasper Ave.) January 2nd between 3 to 3:30pm to 

receive your pass. Bring a donation to the Food Bank. A limited number of passes are available, 
SEE Magazine reserves the right to restrict prizes. You may not receive a pass if you have won in 
the last 30 days. Subject to Classification. Complete rules available by visiting seemagazine.com 
or by visiting SEE Magazine reception. No purchase necessary. 
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CROSSTALK » VISUAL ARTS |741 words 


Ice, Ice, Baby! 


Tabled For Discussion | Diana Thorneycroft’s “Group of Seven Awkward Moments" scored a hat trick at the AGA’s Arena exhibit. IMAGE COURTESY OF ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA 





ARTBOX MANDY ESPEZEL & JILL STANTON 
| JILL SAYS THE AGA'S HOCKEY- 
THEMED EXHIBIT ARENA WAS 
THE BEST ART SHOW OF 2008; 
MANDY LIKED VIOLET OWEN 





Jill: Well, Mandy, we've reached the 


| end of 2008! So in the spirit of the 


season, we're making a list of each 
of our top five artistic experiences 
of the year. There were quite a few 
how to choose? 
Mandy: Um, excellent question. 
How do we want to rate the past ex- 


| hibits we've seen this year? What was 


most successful? What was the most 


| challenging? To be honest, nothing 


is really jumping out at me as “Top 
10” material. I almost feel reluctant 


| to try and create this “list” of shows, 


which will in the end be a completely 
arbitrary assortment. 

Jill: You're probably right. Plus, a 
lot of the exhibits we reviewed this 
year were group shows — and within 
those shows there were some re- 


| ally great moments (for example, 


the handmade tabletop hockey game 
in the AGA’s hockey-themed exhibit 
Arena), along with some fairly ... 
well, bad moments. (I just cannot get 
over the prevalence of those ba-a-a- 
ad Andy Warhol Wayne Gretzky silk- 
screens that the AGA flaunted once 
again in the Arena show.) 

Mandy: Oh, Wayne. You have our 
unwavering love. I’m gonna take a 
big leap here and assign my #5 slot to 


the Generation exhibition that was 
at the AGA back in March. Specifi- 
cally, I recall being really impressed 
with Daniel Barrow’s work “Trying 
to Love the Normal Amount.” There 
was this great mix of melancholy 
and humourous narrative that | was 
super-excited about. 

Jill: Ah yes, | remember that one. 
That was one of our first reviews, 
right, Mandy? How time passes ... 
but I think I might assign my #5 
to either the AA Bronson lecture 
at Stanley Milner Library for the 
Exposure festival, which was a re- 
ally interesting look into the life of 
an amazing artist and person, or 
SNAP’s presentation of All Power 
to the People, the travelling exhibit 
of real propaganda posters from the 
Black Panther Party circa the 1960s 
and '7Os, since | really thought the 
correlation between the exhibit and 
Barack Obama’s rise to power in the 
States was kind of magical. 

Mandy: AA Bronson was really 
fascinating. There’s something that 
connects the two events you just 
mentioned: they both took imagery 
that represented a past generation, 
re-examined it, and brought it into a 
contemporary context. That's what 
made the Black Panther posters 
relevant for me in a really powerful 
way, as well as Bronson’s work. They 
both made you take a look at the en- 
vironment surrounding the work as 
it was produced, and how that work's 
meaning changes with the passage 
of time. 

Jill: As long as we're making lists, 
I think my #4 spot would have to 
go to the AGA’s exhibit of Albrecht 
Diirer prints. There was something 
about actually seeing those images 
first-hand that made me examine the 


way | look at my own drawings and 
prints, and realize how influential 
Diirer’s work continues to be. 

Mandy: It appears as though 
we love the AGA. | would even put 
Diirer at #3 or #2. It’s not every day 
that Edmonton gets to put the work 
of a Renaissance master on display. 
Actually, I don’t think we even got to 
review the show that | would ranks 
as #1. A couple of months ago there 
was an exhibition of Violet Owen's 
paintings and sculptures at the Pe- 
ter Robertson Gallery that was just 
amazing. She works with the female 
figure in very inventive and distort- 
ing ways. 

Jill: Would you really? I think | 
might give the #1 spot to Arena at 
the AGA — it was so successful in 
creating an exhibit that was truly in- 
clusive of the general public, and it 
was brilliantly curated to boot, bring- 
ing us current works from Canadian 
greats such as Aganetha Dyck. A re- 
ally close #2 for me would be SNAP’s 
presentation of Edmonton Print 
International, which was_a fantas- 
tic cross-section of the great things 
happening globally with the various 
mediums of printmaking. These two 
shows were absolutely the highlights 
of the year for me: smartly curated, a 
broad perspective, and a lot of really 
excellent work. 

Mandy: The EPI had a lot of ter- 
rific work, that’s for sure. But yeah, 
| have a weakness for material, | 
guess. Papier-maché sculpture blows 
my mind, always. Well, | guess we've 
presented our lists then, albeit in 
an incredibly non-linear fashion. 
Thanks for a great year, Jill! 

Jill: Non-linear indeed. I’m sure 
we're both looking forward to more 
“eye paper-cuts” in 2009! Cheers! 
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No ldaeme) Oana (On Bl@leiKe)gs 


NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TREATS THE CAUSE 
OF YOUR ILLNESS, NOT JUST YOUR SYMPTOMS 


Depression Anxiety 
IBS Celiac Colitis & Diabetes 
Detoxification Hormone Imbalances 
Women’s / Men's Health 
Nutritional & Life Style Counselling 
Arthritis Burn-Out Allergies 





Hockey Heroes of Yesteryear | The Art Galley of Alberta wants to take you on a skate dawn memory lane. PHOTO SUPPLIED 


30 Years Young: The Edmonton Oilers 30th Anniversary Showcase « Until Jan. 4 Art Gallery of Alberta 

Athleticism and art have gone hand in hand since little Greek men carved statues of their buff heroes in the Olympic ring. The AGA 
is carrying on that tradition with the exhibition of one of Edmonton's most expansive sports memorabilia collections. You'll be able 
to browse photos, paintings, and collectibles from the Gretzky heyday and relive what is was like to have a team that could regularly 
find the back of the net. Come to think of it, this exhibit might be the only chance we have to soak in the satisfaction of a winning 
team in Edmonton for a long time to come. | TWO LOCATIONS: 


Dr. Janice Dacyshyn, N.D., B.A. 





ST.ALBERT NATUROPATHIC CLINIC 
11 PERRON STREET 780.459.5601 


HIT OR MISS MONDAYS THE COMIC STRIP, BOURBON RN SOUT ONE 
| | . | HYPERION LASER REHABILITATION 
EXH : el : S CO fl Ee DY | STREET- WEST EDMONTON MALL Amateur comedy. Info: and WELLNESS CENTRE 


.thecomicstrip.ca/7B0-483-5999, RMERLY NAMED Laser TECH HEALTH CuNic) 
30 YEARS YOUNG: THE EDMONTON OILERS 30TH AN- | BEST OF EDMONTON THE COMIC STRIP, BOURBON [eae (Fo 
: KEN VALGARDSON THE LAUGH SHOP, #1105LONDONDER- | 5 10433-51 AVE 780.988.2012 
NIVERSARY SHOWCASE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 | STREET WEST EDMONTON MALL, DECI Thebestin | RYMALL B7THAVE. & 66TH ST. JAN2_JAN3 
10230 JASPER AVE., OCT 9-JAN 4 Featuring items fromkey | Edmonton's comedy community. Info: www.thecomicstrip. TOM LISKE THE COMEDY FACTORY. #408 CALGARY TR. 
moments in the team’s history. Info: 780-422-6223. | ca/780-483-5999, JAN2-JAN3 4 = valbertanaturopath.com 
ARTE EN LA CHARRERIA ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 











12845 J02ND AVE,, OCT 25 - APR 3 More than 120 examples | 
of craftsmanship and design distinctive to the Mexican | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
















cowboy. Info: 780-453-9100, 
BRILLIANT STROKES GALLERY A TELUS CENTRE, 87TH 
AV &INITHST, SEP 18 - JAN 24 Chinese Paintings from the 
Mactaggart Art Collection featuring styles from China during | 
the 15th to 20th centuries . 
GROUP SHOW CENTRE D'ARTS VISUELS DELALBERTA, 9103 | 
OSTHAVE., JAN 5- FEB 5 With works from more than 130 
different artists including paintings, sculptures and pottery. 
HEIGHTS OF FASHION: A HISTORY OF THE ELEVATED 
FOOT ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 102ND AVE. NOV 22 - 
MAR 8 An exhibition of shoes from the Bata Shoe Museum. 
IMAGINING SCIENCE ART GALLERY OF ALBERTA, #100 
10230 JASPER AVE, NOV 20 - FEB] Exhibit examining 
the impact of the rapidly changing world of genetics, 
bio-technologies and human engineering and the chal- | 
lenges and controversies that come with it. Info: www. 
~ artgalleryalberta.com. | 
__ JOSHUA'S JOURNEY ROYAL ALBERTA MUSEUM, 12845 
TO2ND AVE., OCT 25 - JAN 4 Visitors join Joshua Loper's 
first trail ride on the Chisholm Trail and experience the 
hardships, struggles and joys of a true American Cowboy. 
Info: 780-453-9100. 
| TREES JEFF ALLEN GALLERY, 10831 UNIVERSITY AVE,, JAN 
6-29 Eight artists from St. Albert present and exhibition pf 
Paintings focussing on the theme of trees, 


THEATRE 


DIE-NASTY VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD AVE. An 
improvised soap opera directed by Dana Andersen. Every 
Monat 8pm. . 

RAPID FIRE THEATRE VARSCONA THEATRE, 10329 83RD ; 
AVE. Every Fri & Sat, 11 p.m. Info: www. apidfiretheatre.com. 


é Parliament of Canada 


SUMMER 
JOB 2009 


Become a 
Parliamentary Guide 


Give guided tours of Parliament 


ge Apply online! 


Deadline: Friday January 16, 2009 


FREE STUFF 


UNIVERSAL 
LZ 


UNIVERSAL MUSIC CANADA 


















e-mail one of these answers to win@see.greatwest.ca 
by Monpay sanuary 5, 2009 
ENTER FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN A COPY OF THE 
ALL-AMERICAN REJECTS NEW ALBUM, 
WHEN THE WORLD COMES DOWN. 
AVAILABLE NOW IN STORES AND ONLINE. 
+« For full contest details go to seemagazine.com 
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SEX LETTERS, SHE GETS LETTERS | 73 words 


I’m Shaving All My Love For You 





MY MESSY BEDROOM JOSEY VOGELS 

IS IT WORTH BREAKING UP 
WITH A GUY JUST BECAUSE 
HE DEMANDS THAT YOU KEEP 
YOUR LEGS SHAVED? 





Dear Josey, 
I've been dating an old friend for 
about a month and he recently 
revealed that he doesn't like that 
I don't shave my legs (some- 
thing he knew about before we 
started seeing each other). He 
says it affects his physical experi- 
ence and gave me an ultimatum: 
shave or we can't be more than 
friends. He feels that within rela- 
tionships, people should change 
“little things” like that for each 
other, while I believe that if you 
like each other's personality, you 
should get past small physical 
things that you're not into. 

I think he was really shallow 
to break up with me over this. I 


know unshaven legs are not the 
norm, but why make a big deal out 
of it? I guess I'm looking for re- 
assurance that this isn’t going to 
happen with every guy I meet. 
Hair Today, Him Gone Tomorrow? 


Dear Hair, 

I agree with your guy that people 
should be willing to change “little 
things” for each other in a relation- 
ship. Maybe you can start with 
“Honey, how about you never give 
me ultimatums in our relationship?” 
Whether or not the request is rea- 
sonable, phrasing it as an ultimatum 


ply not something every woman is 
comfortable with. If shaving means 
a huge change in lifestyle and goes 
against your beliefs, than it’s not 
“little.” If it’s not a big deal, maybe 
you could have a discussion about it 
rather than having him issue an ul- 
timatum. 

As for whether this is going to hap- 
pen with every guy you meet, I'd like 
to say no. I’ve met (and heard from) 
plenty of guys who prefer their 
women au naturel, and feel they have 
no right to dictate what a woman 
should or shouldn't do with her body. 
Maybe you need to find yourself one 


game. As she was leaving, I asked 
her if she wanted me to do any- 
thing while she was gone and she 
said, “Surprise me.” So I decided 
to clean her apartment. 

While I was cleaning the bath- 
room, I decided to really surprise 
her and used her make-up to paint 
myself up. I went all out with 
foundation, blush, eyeshadow, and 
lipstick and then finished it off by 
painting both my fingernails and 
toenails, When she saw me, she 
got pissed and called me “queer,” 
“tranny,” etc. I just thought I was 
being funny! Then she said I had 





I'M NOT SURE SHAVING YOUR LEGS IS A “LITTLE THING.” IT HAS HUGE SOCIOLOGICAL, 
CULTURAL, AND POLITICAL IMPLICATIONS. WHAT IF YOU ASKED HIM TO SHAVE HISLEGS? 





sets a tone of “I’m immovable and I 
don't feel like I can ask for something 
difficult in this relationship without 
framing it as a threat.” That just 
doesn’t seem healthy to me. Howev- 
er, I’m not so sure shaving your legs 
is a “little thing.” For some women, 
it has huge sociological, cultural, 
and political implications. What if 
you asked him to shave his legs? We 
live in a culture that says femininity 
equals hairlessness, and that’s sim- 


of those 


Dear Josey, 

I think I blew it with my girl- 
friend. We've been together for 
about three years and everything 
was going great until last week- 
end. We had a great Friday night 
together at her place and the next 
morning we got up, had our cof- 
fee, and she headed off to her 
usual Saturday morning tennis 


to replace all her cosmetics be- 
cause I'd got my germs on them. 

I cleaned up and we went to a 
department store where I spent 
over $300 replacing her makeup 
and at each counter my girlfriend 
made sure she told the gals at the 
counter why we were there. When 
we got back to her apartment, 
she bagged up her old cosmetics, 
gave them to me and said I could 
play “makeup” all I wanted at my 


apartment, but not at her place 
Things got back to normal but | 
think she overreacted and now 
has me pegged for someone I’m 
not. My hunch this is the begin- 
ning of the end. 

Make-up Meltdown 


Dear Make-up, 

You couldn't just stop at cleaning her 
apartment, couldya? I’m with you on 
this one. Granted, walking in on your 
boyfriend in full drag queen make 
up, complete with painted toenails 
would be a little disturbing, but, af 
ter the initial shock, I'd probably 
be laughing too hard to even think 
about what kind of germs you may 
have left in my blush. 

The fact that she made you replace 
everything and then humiliated you 
in front of complete strangers is not 
only an overreaction, it’s plain cruel 
She also sounds like a bit of a homo- 
phobe. You may feel like you blew it 
but it sounds to me like she overblew 
it. If it is the beginning of the end, 
you might have done yourself a fa- 
vour by causing her to show her true 
colours. If a silly incident like this is 
a deal-breaker for her, I’m not sure 
I'd be so worried about making up, 
on both fronts. 
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SAVAGE LOVE DAN SAVAGE 
p01 DISREGARD HIS 
DEPENDENCE ON THE 
DOMINATRIX DUNGEON? DAN, 
DISPEL MY DILEMMA! 





Here’s your chance to deal with 
the problems of a couple of se- 
nior citizens: I am a woman in 
my late 60s, and my “boyfriend” 
is five years older. We were lovers 
long ago. He came looking for me 
a few years ago and we reunited. 
We live on opposite sides of the 
country, so we only see each other 
for a few weeks every year. For 
various reasons, that is unlikely 
to change. 

I love this man very much. Our 
sex life is great, and the rest is 
pretty good, too. All of the things 
Iloved about him fortysome years 
ago still apply. He is kind, gener- 
ous, smart, and funny. 

1 have known for a couple of 
years that he was interested in 
BDSM. He sees himself as a sub. 
I found out when he accidentally 
(?) left something on my comput- 
er. But he claims that all he does 
is “chat” online with a number of 
doms. He has never asked me to 
role-play with him, and I’m not 
sure I could do it. It doesn't dis- 
gust me; it might be rather fun, 
ut I think I might just get the 
giggles! 

Here is the dilemma: I recently 
found out that in fact he has seen 
a dom in person. At this point, he 
does not know that I know. I can 
ive with his wanting that as part 
of his life and that he apparently 
doesn't see me in that role. What 
does concern me is that he has 
ot been truthful and open with 
me about this and that perhaps 
he has exposed himself (and thus 
me) to health risks. 

Assuming that you don't tell me 
to dump him, can you give me any 
advice about how to broach this 
subject with him? At the very 
east, he needs to know that I re- 
quire honesty in our relationship. 
Subless In Seattle 


ery few professional dominants 
nave sex with their clients, SIS, 
ich is what attracts some women 
© this particular field of sex work. 
Doing domination allows women 
© reap the financial rewards of sex 
work without running the usual 
isks, e.g., sexually transmitted in- 
ections and arrest. (Pay the “nice” 
ady to beat you off? Totally illegal. 
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Pay the “mean” lady to beat you? 
Totally legal.) Doing professional 
domination does, however, require 
more of an investment up front — 
the gear is expensive, expertise takes 
time to acquire (fucking is easy, flog- 
ging is hard), and a sub paying $500 
an hour is going to want to be domi- 
nated in a tricked-out dungeon, not 
a studio apartment with a futon on 
the floor. 

So what should you do, SIS? See- 
ing as you're not married to this man, 
and seeing as you only get together a 
few weeks a year, it’s highly unlikely 
that he'll stop seeing pro doms even 
if you extract that promise from him 
So why not be the hero, SIS? Give 
him permission to do what he’s go- 
ing to do anyway, and you'll become 
the focus of his gratitude and not his 
guilt. 

Broach the subject by telling him 
that you know he’s been seeing a 
professional dominant and that's 
fine. Tell him that he can go on see- 
ing a pro dom with your blessing — 
so long as there's no sexual contact 
and so long as he's honest with you 
about it. If he can do the sub thing 
with a professional without sneaking 
around and the sex-and-intimacy- 
and-companionship thing with you 
without being dishonest, then every- 
body wins — him, you, and a hard- 
working professional dominant with 
her own bills to pay. 

Impress upon him that all of this is 
conditional on his being honest with 
you — about everything — and that 
these domination sessions, ‘ which 
you recognize are sexually arousing, 
don’t include any actual sex 


What do you do when you meet 
the human equivalent of heroin? 

I've been messing around with 
a dominant guy for about a year 
now. It is by far the most un- 
healthy 
been in. First, I have no desire 
to be with this guy in any way 
besides fucking 


“relationship” I’ve ever 


around with 


him. I do not respect him or like 
him. Our fucking around consists 
of me giving him head and him 
slapping me around. Pathetic, 
huh? I've tried to quit seeing him 
many times. I changed my phone 
number, but he just started show- 
ing up at my house. When I start- 
ed dating someone, he refused to 
quit seeing me. Prior to the rela- 
tionship, I let him use my house 
keys one night. He made copies of 
them without my knowing, and 
while I was in a relationship, he 
came to my house one day and 
pretty much forced me to give him 
head. I was terrified after that. I 
changed my locks. I told him that 
if he ever came over again I would 
call the cops. Still, despite my hay- 
ing a boyfriend and me ignoring 
he still called, 
e-mailed, and stopped by. Since 
then, my boyfriend and I broke 
up, and his stalking has escalated. 


him for months, 


The few people who know the 
details about our 
have begged me to get a restrain- 
ing order. The problem? What 
he does (the dominating, not the 


“relationship” 


stalking) still turns me on. Even 


after the “attack,” even during my | 


relationship, when J masturbate, 
I think of him. I’m scared of him 


and turned on by him. I would go | 
to a psychiatrist, but I'm very em- | 


barrassed by it. I'm a very normal 
person, healthy in many ways. So 


what gives? He’s a very attrac- | | 
tive guy and he can get many girls | 


— why won't he leave me alone? 
Why can't I stop myself from see- 
ing him? 

I'm a female in my mid-20s. 
Completely normal, 
this dark secret. 
Anonymous 


except for 


It's fun to have a dark secret — lots of 
“completely normal” people do. But 


you can have your dark secrets, A, | 


and all the kinky sex you like, with 
someone else. There are other guys 











out there who can do for you exactly 
what this guy does for you now — 
and it can be a guy you like, a guy 
you respect, a guy who respects you 
enough not to take advantage of your 
submissive streak 

You have to put a stop to this. 
Move, change those locks again, get 
that restraining order, and stop see- 
ing this guy once and for all. He may 
be hot, what he does to you may be 
hot, but the stalker stuff — to say 
nothing of the rapist stuff — is shit 
frosting on an otherwise hot piece of 
cake. Stop swallowing it before you 
get seriously hurt 

And you know what, A? You can 
go right on masturbating about your 
experiences with this guy without 
interpreting that as evidence that 
you're somehow obligated to contin- 
ue servicing him. Lots of people have 
fond memories of sexual experiences 
with sociopaths, and masturbate to 
(or is it about? ) those memories, but 


Sexagenarian's Soulmate Is Secretly Submissive 


only an idiot keeps fucking around 
with a sociopath. And this guy won't 
loom quite so largely in your erotic 
imagination, A, once you’ve found 
someone else to do this stuff with 


Is “saddleback” a sex act? If not, 
can you define it as one? Or if 
it is, can you popularize it? I'm 
wondering because each time I 
hear about Rick Warren, I can’t 
get past the name of his church. 
Jeffy Lube 


Stephen Colbert joked that “saddle- 
back” was a sex act on his show, but 
he didn’t define it. So I guess we'll 
have to. Suggested definitions for 
saddlebacking can be sent to saddle- 
back@savagelove.net. 


Download the Savage Lovecast 
(my weekly podcast) every Tuesday 
at www.thestranger.com/savage 
mail @savagelove.net 





single fem 
looking For 


mo laatelaiceal 


Calgary 
403-313-3330 


780- 665- 0808 





get crazy, get serious, get social! 


The easiest and fastest way to 
meet new people in Edmonton 


Men Call: 780.702.9993 
_Women Call 780.7 
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130. Coming Events 


BE THE BIGGEST online looser 
of 2009! Cash prizes, 12 week 
nutritional course. Personal 
coaching. Visit | www.ronsonli- 
newlc.com or call 403-675-4444. 


200. Business/Invest. Oppor. 


AAIM LOANS. Money now. Over 
the phone approvals. Debt con- 
solidation, first, second, third, 
equipment, mobile, builder. Inter- 


im. Anywhere in Alberta 
780-484-9232. Fax: 
780-484-7345. 





CO-OWNER SOUGHT for new 
50 foot motor yacht on BC coast. 
Share usage and expenses. Pro- 
fessionally maintained. 
604-657-9739; one4yacht.com. 





MONEY MAKER. Local route. No 
selling on your part. For more 
info call 1-866-821-2569. 


400. 
Japanese Drumming Workshops 


Courses/Classes 


Try this dynamic, choreographed 
activity for fun or potential mem- 
bership with Kita No Taiko. Wed, 
Jan 7 or 21 (eve); Mon, Jan 12 
(eve); or Jan 11 (day). $45. Min 
age 13 ph. 780-431-0300; fax 
780-431-0406 

info @kitanotaiko.com 
www.kitanotaiko.ca 

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 


9700. Support Groups 
NARCOTICS ANONYMOUS 
HELP LINE 


24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
if you want to stop using, we can 
help. Local: (780) 421-4429 or 
Toll free: 1-877-463-3537 


410. Education/Training 


MASSAGE CAREER. Highly re- 
garded, progressive school. 
Graduate with confidence! Free 
gift with enrollment by January 
15/09. 403-346-1018; www.alber- 
tainstituteofmassage.com. 


1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


A&B PIPELINERS is accepting 
resumes: Class 1 Driver(s) in 
Athabasca and Sedgewick, Al- 
berta. Required experience: 
Pipeline, heavy haul and oilfield. 
Loading and unloading equip- 
ment. Jeep, booster, low-bed, 
wheeler, over size and over 
weight experience. Safety tickets 
and clean Class 1/air abstract. 
Fax 403-265-0922. Email: gra- 
hamhunt@ abpipeliners.com. 


A&B PIPELINERS is accepting 
resumes: Superintendents, Fore- 
men, Operators, Pipefitters (c/w 
truck and tools), Plastic Pipe Fus- 
ers (certified with minimum 2 
years experience) and Labour- 
ers. H2S and First Aid Tickets re- 
quired. Fax 403-265-0922. Email. 
grahamhunt@ abpipeliners.com. 





ATTENTION: Agricultural Jour- 
neyman Parts and Service Tech- 
nicians. Did you know the John 
Deere Industrial Equipment deal- 
ers pay up to 30% more in hourly 
wages? Why not join the Brandt 
Tractor team at one of our 5 loca- 
tions in Alberta or 21 locations 
across Western Canada. We are 
seeking resident technicians in 
Lac La Biche, Camrose and Ed- 
son. If you are interested in a 
high paying camp position in Fort 
McMurray - we offer a 3 week on, 
3 week off shift for commuters. 
Brandt has been recognized as 
one of Canada's top 50 Managed 
Companies for the past 3 years. 
If you want a great career with a 
tapidly growing and dynamic 
company, send your resume to: 
Brandt Tractor Ltd. Attention: 
Greg Davidson, 10630 - 176 St., 
Edmonton, AB, TSS 1M2. Fax 
780-489-6891; sneeves @brandt- 
tractor.com. 


CJS AGRO Services looking for 
maintenance personnel for ferti- 
lizer blending plant. Fax resume 
to 403-787-2395. Any questions 
call Corey at 403-787-3931, 


COMBO ENERGY SERVICES 
requires Journeyman Plumbers 
and Helpers for out of town camp 
work! Please fax resume 
780-968-0437 or email: 
matts@comboenergy.ca. 





1500. Help Wanted — Alta. 


COMBO ENERGY SERVICES 
requires Safety Officer for out of 
town camp work! Fax resume 
780-968-0437 or email: heath- 
er @comboenergy.ca. 


EMERALD TRUCKING, Trottier 
Trucking and TJM Oilfield, three 
EnerMax companies, are current- 
ly seeking Class 1 & 3 drivers 
and vacuum drivers. Fax resume 
to 780-523-5833. 


INTERESTED IN the Community 
Newspaper business? Alberta's 
weekly newspapers are looking 
for people like you. Post your re- 
sume online. FREE. Visit: 
Wer Siw) oo a wi? F 
na.com/resumes_add.php. 


JERRY FORD SALES is current- 
ly seeking a parts person. Experi- 
enced preferred. Great working 
atmosphere, benefits. Above av- 
erage income. Fax resume to 
780-723-3800. Attention: Darjo, 
Parts Manager. 








OUR LARGE farm team needs a 
mechanic/operator to help repair, 
maintain, and operate large farm 
equipment. Formal training not 
required. Contact Brett at 
306-741-7737 or send resume to 
fax 306-778-3938 or email: am- 
berfield @ sasktel.net. 


PROVINCE-WIDE Classifieds. 
Reach over 1 million readers 
weekly. Only $249. + GST 
(based on 25 words or less). Call 
this newspaper NOW for details. 


SERVICE TECHNICIAN for Ma- 
tine, ATV, snowmobile dealer- 
ship. Year round employment. 
Excellent working environment. 
Benefits & bonus programs. Top 
remuneration for talented indi- 





vidual. Ecko Marine 
780-924-3255, Fax 
780-924-3257, Email: ste- 


ven @eckomarine.com. 


1600. Volunteers Wanted 


Brain Neurobiology Research 
Program at U of A Hospital is 
seeking healthy and depressed 
subjects (not currently taking an- 
tidepressants) for various stud- 
ies, Reimbursements of expens- 
es provided. Call 407-3221 (de- 
pressed only), 407-3906 (healthy 
or depressed), or 407-3775 (fe- 
male healthy or depressed, in- 
cluding pregnant and just deliv- 
ered) for more information. 





Committee members and ‘day of" 
volunteers needed for Brain Tu- 
mour Foundation of Canada Ed- 
monton 09 Spring Sprint event.t 
For more information visit 

www. braintumour.ca and click on 
“how to help” or email 
devanoff@keldar.ca.t Committee 
meets once per month and 
amount of work depends on role 
taken. 


Edmonton Fashion Week is look- 
ing for male, female and children 
models for run way shows and 
editorial. Go see @ Planet Ze 
Design Center Sat., Jan. 10th 
from 4pm-6pm & Jan. 17th for 
4pm- 6pm 10055 80th Ave. 
www.edmontonfashionweek.com 





Looking for volunteers and mar- 
keting personal. 
www.edmontonfashionweek.com 


Seeking videographer to shoot 
interviews on January 20. Must 
have expertise in lighting and 
sound, and access to equipment. 
This is unpaid but with possibility 
for business partnership. Contact 
elaine @ actingandtheatre.com. 


St. John Ambulance currently 
seeks volunteers interested in 
gaining medical knowledge and 
experience. 
comserv_ed@stjohn.ab.ca 


The Women Gathering event 
offersta weekend of workshops, 
music, dance, marketplace, arts, 
and more . . . we want respon- 
sible, dedicated women to help 
make our event happen 
http://www.womengathering.com 
www.womengathering.com 
780-439-9039 for more details. 


You've heard about it - have you 
done it yet? Volunteer for Habitat 
for Humanity Edmonton, 
www.hfh.org or (780) 479-3566. 
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2005. Artist to Artist 


Actors wanted, male & female, 
for full-length independent film, to 
be shot in Edmonton in 
Spring/Summer 2009. This is a 
non-paying gig but great experi- 
ence. If interested contact 
thefilmproject@ hotmail.com with 
your experience.” 





Custom art frames with or with- 
out canvas. Any size can be 
done. Planet Ze Design Center 
780-994-8659 


The Alberta Student Film Festival 
has opened, and is calling for 
submissions. Submit your film at 
www.asfilmfest.ca 

or contact us at 

asfilmfest@ gmail.com 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2009 Churchill Square Arti- 
san Market. Please contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.ca or call 
780-426-2122 ext 234 for more 
information. FINAL DEADLINE 
April 15, 2009. Join us, June 
19-July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2009 Churchill Square Street 
Stage. DEADLINE is February 
15, 2009, Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
applications or email 

dawn @ theworks.ab.ca Join us, 
June 19 - July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Smaller than a 
Breadbox Exhibit. Base your en- 
try on the 2009 Festival theme 
HEAT! DEADLINE is May 1, 
2009. Download applications 
from www.theworks.ab.ca or con- 
tact Amber at 
amber.rooke @ theworks.ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009. 


The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting applications for 
the 2nd Annual Chalk Art Con- 
test. Prizes to be won!!! Base 
your entry on the 2009 Festival 
Theme HEAT! DEADLINE is 
June 1, 2009. Visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca to download 
application or contact 
marketing.assistant@ 
theworks.ab.ca Join us, June 19 - 
July 1, 2009. 





The Works Art & Design Festival 
is now accepting submissions for 
2011 festival exhibit. DEADLINE 
is August 25, 2009. To download 
applications, please visit 
www.theworks.ab.ca or contact 
Amber Rooke at 

amber.rooke @ theworks.ab.ca 
Join us, June 19 - July 1, 2009. 


2010. Musicians Available 


Electric bass player available for 
working band or funky originals. 
Specialize in slap technique. 31 
years old, great gear, neat in ap- 
pearance. Call Rod at 
780-232-6373 





Live band “Amo” booking for 
2009. Quality 3 piece band clas- 
sic rock, CCR and ZZ Top Great 
band/great price. Phone TK En- 
terprises 780-966-7394 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


Achance to meet local musicians 
for all of you looking for bands 
and/or musicians: 

There is an event organized at 
the Baturyn Community Hall. 
10505 - 172 Avenue Edmonton, 
AB T5X 5V9 

www. baturyn.ca 


Jam The Hall - Bring your guitar, 
bass, drumsticks, keyboard, mi- 
crophone, amp, effects... 

Drop in to play some music on 
January 25th 2009 at 6:00pm at 
the Baturyn Community Hall. 
Suggested songs: Cocaine, Beer 
drinkers and hell risers, Blue 
Jean Blues, Saints of Los An- 
geles, Back in black, Sultans of 
swing or whatever you want to 
play. Drums and PA equipment 
will be provided. 


Any age, any level of playing wel- 
come - it is your chance to net- 
work with others. 


Bass player wanted to relocate in 
Medicine Hat, to join various pro- 
jects. Long hair, 25+. Call Hart 
Bachmier. 403-977-9316 





Bass Player would like to start or 
join a stoner metal band. 
Age/gender irrelevant. Lack of 
ego very relevant. Half decent 
gear. Pro amp. Call Mike 
780-289-1230 


Cellisttneeded for original project 
with a male/female share of the 
lead vocals and mostly acoustic 
guitar/bass. | would like to find a 
versatiletcellist who could play a 
variety of styles and, preferably, 
a variety of instruments. Vocals 
would be an asset. Contact Reu- 
ben at 780-710-5456 or mailto: 
panda.pro@ hotmail.com 
panda.pro@ hotmail.com 





Drummer, bass or guitar player 
available. All styles. Phone 
619-2474 

kelsey_thomson@ hotmail.com 


Drummer wanted for established 
youth rock band. Playing mostly 
covers.t Influences; Van Halen, 
lron Maiden, Wolfmother, Scor- 
pions etc. 

Has to be reliablet We have 
great practice place on the north 
side with pro gear available. tCall 
Eric at 780-456-6509 


Funk/Groove Machine seeks 
charismatic male vocalist.tCall 
Dan @780:905.5191 


GottaGrooveGradgeBand wants 
you to come and rock the blues. 
Jammin with more to come Ph 
780 436-1127 


Have band, need drummer. Be- 
tween ages 25-45. Top 40 music. 
The Foo's, The Goo's, The 
Trews. 780-634-1120 leave 
message. 











Ki~Hand drummer needed for 
original project with a male/fe- 
male share of the lead vocais 
and mostly acoustic guitar/bass. | 
would like to find a versatile per- 
cussionist who could play a varie- 
ty of styles and, preferably, a va- 
riety of instruments. Vocals would 
be an asset. Contact Reuben at 
780-710-5456 or mailto: 

panda.pro@hotmail.com 

panda.pro@ hotmail.com 





Local country/rock band with im- 
mediate openings for all types of 
bookings. Contact John at 
www.killercowboys.com 

or 913-7327 


2020. Musicians Wanted 


20 female singer, VERY interest- 
ed in creating/joining a band. My 
pref Rock/Blues/grunge/old mu- 
sic. Influence: Metallica, System 
of a down, Nirvana, Godsmack, 
Led Zeppelin, Amy Winehouse, 
Etta James etc. Age pref: 18-35. 
Very dedicated. Mature, open- 
minded, creative. Please contact 
Julie (7804876699/7808607993) 
or evilshanelle666@ msn.com 
Rock and Roll!!! 


3 piece rock band looking for 30+ 
male vocalisUrhythm guitar. Con- 
tact 477-3708. 





Band: Moments of Rage seeks 
singer and Bassist needed for 
original heavy project. Serious in- 
quiries only. Contact Aaron at 
(780) 474-7076 


Local underground music venue 
opens its doors to the entire city, 
here's your chancetfor an Open 
Mic night Sunday Jan 4th be- 
tween 3pm to 11pm with The 
Mead Hall!t10940 - 166 Af 
Street Edmonton, Alberta, 18+ 
only! Offers a wide range of 
beers and brews as part of the 
Better Beer Bureau! tLarge 
stage, good sound system & lots 
of room. Bring your own instru- 
ments! Everyone and every type 
of music welcome! 


Looking for experienced bass 
player for three piece for heavy 
alternative rock band. able to jam 
few times a week. if interested 
call mat at 780-937-1588 


Professional minded lead guitar- 
ist to complete 4 piece origi- 
nal/covers modern rock project. 
Please be serious and don't 
waste our time. 418-2214 


Professional rock band is looking 
for a powerful frontman/lyricist to 
complete 6 piece rock act. For 
auditions call: 995-6660 





020. Musicians Wanted 


Melodic Metal. 

Guitarist Seeks members to start 
new metal band. (Lead Guitar, 
Vocals, Bass, Drums) 
Influences: Bullet For My Valen- 
tine, Soilwork, All That Remains, 
As | Lay Dying, In Flames, Etc. 
Must have Pro gear and Experi- 
ence. If possible, email audio 
samples or press kit to 
aftertasteband@shaw.ca, or call 
(780) 289-3684. 


Rhythm guitar player/singer look- 
ing for bass player, drummer to 
start writing original music and 
also playing cover songs. Call 
Mark at 780-777-1188 


Singer, song writer, guitar player 
seeks drummer, bass, and guitar. 
www.makingamonster.com 
Influenced by Smashing Pump- 
kins, Pearl Jam, REM, The Beat- 
les, Contact Scott 721-1688 











Singer/songwriter seeks solid 
original, hard rock band or 
players to form. Serious, good at- 
titude, good gear a must. Call 
780-996-3571 


Solo artist needs bass and 
drums. 6 day orientation. Live off 
the floor recording and rehearsal. 
High profile tours. Good mental 
prep and focus an assist. 
(403)253-5023 or (403)461-8969 


Sportsman Lounge will be book- 
ing livé music come January. If 
your band is interested in playing 
please drop off promo at 8170 
50th St., or bring your group into 
play at our open stage Tuesday 
nights. 








Texas Blood Money is looking for 
a talented and dedicated bass 
player. If music is your top pri- 
ority, you have a great attitude, 
are willing to reherse 3-4x per 
week and can be available for 
tour then please give us a shout! 
780-920-0438 


Trincan is a Caribbean Steel 
Band and has played all over Al- 
berta. It's a Great place to meet 
new people, have some laughs 
and have TONS of fun 


This band has been in Edmonton 
for almost 25 years. We have 
played at the opening of Phase 1 
@ West Edmonton Mall, Heritage 
Days, Cariwest Festival, Carifest 
Festival in Calgary, Weddings 
and Private Events. Trincan is 
ONE OF THE BEST STEEL 
BANDS IN EDMONTON. 

For more info: Cecil @ 780 886 
6792 or 780 939 6658. 

Website: www.trincansteel.org 
The practice times are: Every Fri- 
day @ 8:00pm-10:00, Sundays 
@ 2:00pm-4:00pm(Unless any of 
those two days falls on a holiday) 


2040. Music Instruction 


Winter guitar courses 

with (Mr) Ma Fletcher. Beginner , 
intermediate and advanced. Sat- 
urdays at the University. Mon- 
days at Don Wheaton YMCA, 
Tuesdays at Riverdale Studio 
(near downtown). Call 
780-426-4155 

Email: mafitchr@ telus.net 
www.mafletcher.com 





Winter guitar courses 

with (Mr) Ma Fletcher. Beginner , 
intermediate and advanced. Sat- 
urdays at the University. Mon- 
days at Don Wheaton YMCA, 
Tuesdays at Riverdale Studio 
(near downtown). Call 
780-426-4155 

Email: mafltchr@ telus.net 
www.mafletcher.com 


2200. Massage Therapy 


Chinese traditional body and 
feet deep tissue massage by 
registered massage therapist. 
443-6221. 11639-97 St. 


IF YOU'RE TIRED OF 
INEFFICIENT THERAPY. 
Therapeutic Massage. Heidi 
By appointment only 
1-780-868-6139 (Edmonton) 


Mobile Spa & In Call Bodywork 
Therapy (Lic. & Bonded, 20 
yrs. exp., Oliver area) for re- 
laxation and rejuvenation. Tar- 
get your stress, aches, poor cir- 
culation, toxins and fatigue with 
aroma-steam, shower, massage, 
and talk therapy. 428-1965 or 
920-1965. By appt. 


200. Massage Therapy 


SWEDISH - CALIFORNIAN mas- 
sage. 20 years experience. Old 
Strathcona. Also evenings and 
weekends, Strictly non sexual. 
Almasta 780-405-8765. 


Transformational Massage, 
Tantra Massage, Sexological 
Bodywork, Health Coach with a 
20 year experienced licensed 
therapist. Janet Lee 
780-633-6623 
www.secretsoftantra.com 


3010. Auctions 


THINKING AUCTION! Guarantee 
your results with Ritchie Bros. 
Auctioneers. Whether it’s equip- 
ment, real estate, livestock or a 
complete farm dispersal. Contact 
us today! 1-800-491-4494 or 
rbauction.com. 


ale Misc. For Sale 


AFFORDABLE PHONE Recon- 
nection. Bad credit - no problem! 
Call Tembo Telecom, and ask 
about our new customer special. 
Sign up online and save $20. 
1-877-266-6398; www.tembo.ca. 


ALL NEW QUEEN orthopedic pil- 
lowtop mattress set. New in plas- 
tic. Cost $1,100. sacrifice $375. 





King $650. Can deliver. 
780-919-5285. 
AT LAST! An iron filter that 


works. lronEater! Fully patented 
Canada/U.S.A. . Removes _ iron, 
hardness, sulfur, smell, manga- 
nese from well water. Since 
1957. Phone 1-800-BIG IRON; 
www.bigirondrilling.com. 


CONTAINER GUY 20, 40 + 48’ 
containers. Also Reefers 
available. Weather, Bug and Ro- 
dent proof for storage. Delivery 
available. Excellent condition 
Clean city rated gravel. 
780-307-4656. 


FUTURE STEEL Buildings. 
Durable, dependable, pre-engi- 
neered, all-steel structures. Cus- 
tom-made to suit your needs and 
requirements. Factory-direct af- 
fordable prices. Call 
1-800-668-8653 ext. 170 for free 
brochure. 


METAL SIDING/ROOFING. Best 
prices! 36” Hi-TenToughrib 29ga. 
Galvalume $.69 sq. ft. Colours 
$.89 sq, ft. IN STOCK. 25/30 
year warranty. ALTA-WIDE Build- 
ers Supplies 1-888-263-8254. 


MONTREAL CANADIENS Tick- 
ets, Wed,, Feb. 11 against the 
Edmonton Oilers. From $249. 
each including reserved 2nd deck 
tickets, a deluxe prime rib pre- 
game dinner and courier delivery 
fees. These tickets are for fans in 
tural Alberta/NWT only. Call 
Dash Tours 1-800-265-0000. 


4001. Farm Stuff 


HEATED CANOLA WANTED. 
Buying green, damaged, spring 
thrashed canola...Buying wheat, 
barley, oats and peas for feed. 
“On farm pickup.” Westcan Feed 
& Grain 1-877-250-5252. 


HORSE BREEDERS & Owners 
Conference, January 9 - 11, Ca- 
pri Centre, Red Deer. An annual 
horseman's mid-winter escape - 
Education,. entertainment, net- 
working and socializing; www.al- 
bertahorseindustry.ca. 
403-948-8521. 


ROUND HAY and straw bales for 
sale, Cheap. We deliver, self un- 
loading. Also a bale shredder 
$2900. No Sunday calls please. 
1-403-843-6380. 


5003. Real Estate Misc. 


FOR SALE: Mundare, Alberta on 
golf course development. New 
1,721 sq. ft, bi-level, 4 bedrooms, 
3 bathrooms, oversized double 
attached garage. $459,900. 
403-742-4937 or 403-741-7268. 


NEED CASH? Home loans to 
100% LTV. Refinance, pay debt, 
or you decide. Free appraisals. 
Apply by phone 1-877-568-0929 
or online www.homeloansalber- 
ta.com. Alberta Homes Loans. 


WINALTA HOMES from 
$98,900.! Plus, receive $5,000. 
cash to spend any way you want! 
Some conditions apply. In-house 
financing available. Contact Wi- 
nalta Homes for more informa- 
tion, 1-866-960-2112 or visit us at 
www.winaltainc.com. 














5003. Real Estate Misc, 


INVENTORY CLEAROUT now i; 
progress. How would you like {o 
be in your new home for Christ 
mas and have $10,000. cash 
back to boot? Call us to get the 
details. We are also taking orders 
on standard and custom de 
signed plans for homes to be de 
livered in the New Year. We als: 
have a number of used homes 
available. Stop in and see Pleas. 
ant Homes in the Heritage Indus. 
trial Park in Morinville or call us 
780-939-3584 or toll free aj 
1-866-962-0238. 


5620. Office Space 


Cabinetry shop turkey. Newer 
European Equipment Included 
1300 square feet. Shop close to 
city centre. 477-2311 

a ae eae 
Small character CLASSROOM 
space available, 10-20 people 
(weekly or daily). Call 
(780)477-2311 





Unique office and shop space, 
furnished/unfurnished. Newly 
renovated, security cameras, all 
wood building. OFFICES starting 
at $130/month utilities inc. SHOP 
space: 1200 sq feet w/2 over- 
head doors. Call 477-2311, 9AM 
- 5PM 


6100. Cars 


#1 IN CREDIT Rebuilding. Need 
a car, truck, van or SUV? Auto 
credit fast. Bad credit! No credit! 
Bankruptcy! Repossession! No 
problem, Call today and drive 
away. Call Stephanie 
1-877-792-0599. Free delivery 
anywhere - www.autocredit- 
fast.ca 





ADVANCE ENGINE SUPPLY. 
Rebuilt automotive diesel and 
gas engines. Edmonton toll free 
1-877-465-2702. We ship to your 
door anywhere in Canada Free! 


BANKRUPT? BAD CREDIT? Call 
us! All makes and models. Pro- 
fessional credit rebuilders. Call 
1-866-476-1938. Cavalcade Auto 
Acceptance Corp., serving Alber- 
ta for 16 years. 





COME TO the right place to buy 
a new/used vehicle. What ever 
your credit, we finance the future 
not the past. Delivery BC/Alberta 
www.drivehomenow.com or 
1-888-501-1148. 





DREAMCATCHER FINANCING 
Buckle up today! You work, you 
drive! “0” down! O.A.C. free deliv: 
ery to BC & Alberta. Apply online 
www.DreamCatcher-loans.com, 
24/7, 1-800-910-6402. 


6400. Recreational Vehicles 


CASH FOR USED RV’S 2002 or 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call 780-455-3380 oF 
1-800-798-3380. Woody's AV 
World, Edmonton. 


CASH FOR USED RV’S 2002 o 
newer only. Most models needed 
now! Call 403-258-2727 of 
1-866-383-2727. Woody's RV 
World, Calgary South. 


7205. Psychics 


LOVE! Money! Life! #1 Psychics! 
1-877-478-4410. Credit cards/de- 
posit $3.09/minute. 18+ 
1-900-783-3800; www.mystical- 
connections.ca. 


UL Misc. Services 


CRIMINAL RECORD? Think: C2 
nadian pardon, U.S. travel wai\- 
er. (24 hour record check). Di- 
vorce? Simple. Fast. Inexpen 
sive. Debt recovery? Alberta col 
lection to $25,000. Calgary 
403-228-1300/1-800-347-2540 


9005. Personals 


DATING SERVICE. Long: 
term/short-term relationships: 
free calls! 1-866-512-8367. Ex 
change voice messages, volc® 
mailboxes 1-866-573-0914, Live 
adult casual conversations - 1 0! 
1 - 1-866-522-7131, Meet 
chat-lines. Local single ladies 
1-866-512-9083 (18+). 
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19200. Female Escorts 






INGRID 
MATURE, SEXY, CUTE. 








780-990-1252 
780-686-3949 






PETRA 







40 yr old redheaded, 125 Ibs 
is open-minded 
Toys, lingerie 









Sherwood Park, Edmon, Nisku 
No agency fee 
Outfalls only. 
780-442-3039 
053816197-002/52911847-001 


9420. Adult Services 





Brown Sugars 
6817-104St, 780-430-9112 
THE ORIGINAL 
#1 For Black Girls! 


$150 special 
20yrs experience 
NEW GIRLS 
www.brownsugars,ca 


9450. Adult Massage 
NORTHSIDE STUDIO 


11910-127Ave main floor 
Hot deals for seniors in 2009 





780-452-7440 
42919886-002 





9450. Adult Massage 
PASSIONS SPA 


Crissy - Gorgeous blue eyed 
blonde. Busty, tanned and toned. 
Mae-Ling - Sweet and Sexy 
exotic Asian doll. Slender figure. 
Alyassa - Young, slender, busty 
brunette. 

Kaitlyn - Stunningly tall curva- 
ceous busty blonde. 

Isabelle - Booty-liscious petite 
green-eyed sexy brunette. 

Faith - Extremely busty blonde 
with slender figure. 

Talia - Busty Spanish beauty with 
long dark hair. 

Nya - Busty DD Exotic Puerto 
Rican. 

Chelsea - Fit, athletic, busty red- 
head. 

Harmony - Seductive, slim, busty 
blonde in her early 20s. 





























9947 - 63Ave, Argyll Plaza 
www.passionsspa.com 


780-414-6521 

42987342 

SAPPHIRE MASSAGE 
Friendly girls with good 


attitudes. Varying ages, 
different types. 





10715 - 124 St 
downstairs 
780-454-1930 


www.sapphireladies.com 
54578070-001 


COME SAY HI! 


was 


the 
victim 


a miscarriage 


of 
of 


justice? 





EDMONTON 





Dial Sued 


#25425) 
19¢/min. Bel 


180-702-3007 










FREE 


GB Collect Call Billing! 1-866-706-5282. 25 mins for $25. 


PRIVATE. 
fr ielz. 


nda | Rewsopinion | ity life music| on screen | arts | classifieds |sex| the ack 


|, Rogers, Fido & Virgin Mobile vN 1-900 Pricing Options! 1-900-528-2543 


TO TRY, AF lavalife® 









18+ *Charges may apply to certain features 





CALL NOW! 


. 180-720-4489 


Try our 900 number: 1-900-528-1122 at $20/30 min. 
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ASTROLOGY « BY THEKID 


CRUISIN’ THE COSMOS 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.19)There 
ain't another word in history that’s 
as misused or abused or has so 
many confused as those four li'l 
letters, |-o-v-e. One thing that isn’t 
so hazy is that everyone agrees it 
makes you plumb crazy. This year, 
you'll get a gleanin’ of the true 
meanin’ of that lone syllable, when 
it makes you do things that are 
illogical! 


AQUARIUS (ian.20-Feb.18) 

Sure, you can roost high on the 
philosophical roof, lookin’ down 
from above while remainin’ aloof 
from all the riff-raff, the rabble and 
the primate-like goofs. But as vic- 
tory goes, that pretty much blows 
‘Cause you're basically runnin’ away. 
This year, your mission is clear: it's 
time to jump into the fray! 


PISCES (Feb.19-March20) 

Here's some fish for you to emulate 
to obtain your wish before it’s too 
late: barracuda, hammerhead, 
moray. And maybe most of all, the 
angler. Not your usual suspects, but 
you're not playin’ your usual game. 
This year, the sea you'll be swimmin’ 
in’ll be rough — you should be the 
same! 


ARIES (March 71-April19) 

In the 12 months ahead, you'll sew 
up loose threads, make your bed 
and bake a new loaf of bread. Now, 
this advice from the oracle is strictly 
metaphorical. If you want the mea- 
nin’ to be made clear, think on how 
they apply to you in the New Year! 


TAURUS (April20-May 20) 

As an earth sign, you should natu- 
rally know how cycles go. This year, 
if you sense a slowdown, there's no 
need to fear ‘cause you're actually 
shiftin’ to a higher gear. Just make 
sure when you're workin’ the pedals 
that you use a soft touch or you'll be 
in danger of burnin’ your clutch! 


GEMINI (May21-June20) 

It’s adang good thang that you're 
The Twins ‘cause you're gonna need 
your double identities to do a duet 
in duellin’ for self-defence against 
dastardly deeds. That's what hap- 
pens when you're the best — the 
cosmos sends you a bona fide test. 
Don't worry, you've got nothin’ to 
fear —as long as you watch your 
front and back this year! 


CANCER (June21- July 22) 

Just ‘cause you're a water sign ain't 
no excuse for your brain to be sloshy 
from lack of-use or to act wishy- 


washy to protect your caboose, Has 
it been so long since you've used the 
force that flattens mountains stan- 
din’ in your course? The strength 
that carves valleys and turns rivers 
to seas? If you use it this year, you 
can do what you please! 


LEO (July 23-Aug.22) 

Lately, your life has been fairly 
hard, and it's caused you to forget 
how to lower your guard. Well, you 
may not be able to teach old dogs 
new tricks, but you are a cat and 
you're smarter than that. This year, 
instead of raisin’ your hackles and 
bein’ defensive, relax a bit, and live 
‘n’ let live! 


VIRGO (Avg 23-Sept.22) 

This year's the part in the script 
where you try to save your True Love 
from your enemy's evil clutches 
against insurmountable odds and 
yadayadayada. Remember, when 
you finally arrive at the lair/castle/ 
lab/base and get an ass kickin’, lay 
still till your foe starts strokin’ their 
own ego — that's when you get up 
'n’stick ‘em! 


LIBRA (Sept.23-Oct.22) 

Wieldin’ the Sword 0’ Justice carries 
a big responsibility that comes 
along with its great power, as you 
shall soon see. That's why you have 
to be careful when you're evenin’ 
the score — instead of stoppin’ 
injustice, you end up makin’ more. 
This year, don’t let your power rule 
ya — when it comes time to use it, a 
little dab'll do ya! 


SCORPIO (0c. 23-Nov.21) 

You've put up a good fight and 
though you might not win, there's 
no need for you to be cryin’ ‘cause it 
definitely ain't due to a lack o’ your 
tryin’. Well sometimes, when you cut 
‘n’ run, it has similar results as if you 
had won. That's why, in the comin’ 
year, you can be successful by kee- 
pin’ your escape route all clear! 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Der.21) 

It's okay to be the dreamer type, but 
it ain't enough for you to believe 
your own hype. Your vision ain't 
gonna come to fruition just by 
Meditatin’ in a yogic position. Nope, 
you've gotta create the conditions 
for it to appear, and that's what 
you should be workin’ on durin’ this 
year! 


You can contact The Kid at 
cruisinthecosmos@hotmail.com. 
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ITCOULD SAVE 


» THE TIGER AND 
THE RHINO! 


ASue GREATEST THREAT TO THE TIGER'S AND (F WE COULD CONVINCE THE CHINESE TO BE- 
RHINOCEROS'S SURVIVAL IS NOT MERELY THEIR LIEVE IN OTHER FOLK REMEDIES, WE 
RAPIDLY DIMINISHING HABITATS, BUT AN IN—- COULD NOT ONLY SAVE THESE ENDANGERED 
SATIABLE CONSUMER MARKET FOR THEIR BODY SPECIES, BUT PERHAPS ALSO GET RID OF 
PARTS FOR USE IN CHINESE FOLK REMEDIES. SOME THINGS THAT WE HAVE AN OVER- 
THE CHINESE BELIEF THAT THESE ANIMALS (ON- ABUNDANCE OF, \N\TH YOUR HELP, WELL 
TAIN POWERFUL MEDICINES HAS DRIVEN THE SPREAD THE BELIEF IN THESE “MEDICINES” 
PRICE OF THEIR BOUNTIES TO ASTRONOMICAL THROUGHOUT CHINA, AND MAYBE SOME 
LEVELS, ENSURING THEIR CONTINUED SLAUGHTER. VICIOUS PROFITEERS WILL COME TO 
AMERICA AND DO SOME BENEFICIAL 
POACHING! 
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nytail of a divorce lawyer 
‘or and have goog fortune. 













WE WILL MAKE FORTUNE COOKIES 
WITH THESE CAREFULLY DEVISED 
FORTUNES PLANTED \N THEM 
AND AIRDROP THEM ACROSS THE 
CHINESE LANDSCAPE. THEN WE 
SIT BACK AND LET THE PoAcH- 
ERS DO THEIR WORK / 
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Cigarette butt soup will improve 
love life (need many, many). 
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68 Spray that burns 52 Gambler's claim to beating the odds 
Cough syrup amts. 69 With all the bells and whistles 54 Sky-blue 
5 Pitcher Chin-hui 70 “Seize _!” (evil villain’s cry) 55 Shot to the forehead? Ee ties of 
9 Quaint outburst 58 Bibliographic abbr. mauled lang syne Imi’ b anes] alavey al 
3 Replaceable shoe part 59 Newman's Own competitor 
4 FOX stop-motion animated series featur- 1 He didit! (in blameworthy situations) 62__ school | | Sweetheart, have you seen my shotgun? But Honey...we need it so we can How are we supposed to hear firecrackers 
ing Eddie Murphy 2 Miss, in Mexico 63 Toronto-to-Ottawa dir. | had it in the hall closet, but now it’s gone. shoot it into the sky at midnight amidst a symphony of deafening gunfire? 
6 Handed-down history 3Place to put your idols a 
7 Opposite of ecto- 4 __-moreplay 
8 John Kerry's wife 5 He did it! (in certain novels) us 
9 Gyro meat 6 Word repeated after “Que” in song — 
20 Meadow mom T impersonator That's right, Ted. | put | bought firecrackers Besides, the kids love to 
Zi Hedonist of sorts 8 He speculated if he did it! (ina 2007 it away. You can have it for you and the boys. catch the pellets in-dixie | 
. back after New Year's. They're just as good. cups as they rain down, 
23 Consumer protection org. book) 
24 Surgery sites, for short 9 Building annex | 
25 Avian__ 10 Travel out of country 
26 Swingin’ TormE Tl Radius and ulna, for example 
77 King of France T2 She does...them? (on film) 
28 US. Navy base on Cuba, slangily 14 “Until next time,” in instant messages 
30 Big fat mouth I5Fill to excess 
33 “W" director Oliver 7) California airport, on luggage tags 
35 Concept embodying yin and yang 22 Golfer Erie 
36 “__ get this party started!” 29 Actress Gretchen 
37 The Facts of Life” actress 31 In-basket stamp (abbr.) 
38 They're doing it! (in peer circles) 32 Stub__ 
43 Varnish or Viagra, perhaps 34 The first “T’ of TINT 
44 Taiwanese capital 39 Letter before iota 
48 Business presentation holders 40 It'll grow on you 
53 He did it..his way! (in song) 4) Lusty look 
55 She did it again! (in pop music) 42 Deadly snake with venom 16 times more 
56 Start of a refrain Potent than a cobra 
57 Sucky attendance count 44Loud weather phenomenon, as short- 
60 Humongous books ened in weather reports 
61 Peak in Greek myth 45 Type of plane rescue over water 
62 Get out of shane? 46 Momentarily 
64Hit with snowballs 47 \t's soft in the head 


65°Are You All_?” (Cab Calloway song) 49 “Will you quit already?” 
66 2003 best-seller by Christopher Paolini 50 Interweave 
67 “Understood” 5] Actress Sobieski of "Eyes Wide Shut” 
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Four-month-old Beepoos drinks water from the tap 
while roaming around his new apartment. 
PHOTO BY MICHAEL SCIARPELLETT| 











FIRST PERSON -EDMONTON STORIES « BY JOSH KJENNER | 555 words 


Hrudey 
Can't Fail 


THE BEST THING THAT EVER 
HAPPENED TO ME AT THE MALL 





don't like Christmas shopping, 
don’t like West Edmonton Mall, 
d I don’t like Urban Outfitters. 
© when I found myself, at my girl- 
fiend’s behest, Christmas shopping 
the Urban Outfitters in West €d- 
1onton Mall, I was considerably less 

an happy. 
e place makes me uneasy. Most 
F this stems from the fact that since 
le first time I entered the store — 
i which point I couldn’t have been 
| Picer than 24 — I’ve always felt like 
je older brother hanging out at 
r younger sister's slumber party. 
nat is, it's not only that everyone 


in the place is younger than me; it’s 
that everyone is younger than me 
and there's something inappropriate 
about me being there. 

It is for this reason that whenever 
the winds of fate bring me to Urban 
Outfitters, I make a bee-line to the 
shelter offered by the book section 
(after a contrived and rapid look at 
the men’s wares), where I vainly sift 
through cheeky tomes about break- 
dancing or sex positions in search of 
something decent to read until who- 
ever dragged me in there tells me it’s 
time to go. : 

This trip started out no differently, 
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aside from my agitation level being 
atypically high on account of the 
Christmas crowds. My girlfriend and 
I were rounding the main cashier 
station shortly after walking in and 
were about to split off — me to whisk 
past the racks of weathered Schlitz 
T-shirts in the men's section on my 
way to the books, her to grab the 
present we came in there to get. Just 
before I offered her a prematurely 
impatient, likely-to-be-ignored ad- 
monishment to “make it snappy,” 
however, something happened: I saw 
Kelly Hrudey. 

I like Kelly Hrudey. When I was 
younger, his bandana-wearing didn’t 
appeal to me (too flashy), but now 
that we've both matured consider- 
ably, I've come to appreciate his 
analyses on Behind the Mask, which 
are generally astute and informed 
by what I perceive to be a subtle 
pro-Oiler bias. That said, I’ve never 
been a superfan; I’ve just “liked” 
him in the most moderate sense 
of the word. Which is why, to this 
day, I'm puzzled by my reaction to 
seeing him. 

I instantly grabbed my girlfriend’s 


arm and yell-whispered, “See that 
guy over there? The one with the 
kind of spiky hair, who looks like 
he’s with his daughter? That's Kelly 
Hrudey!” All this got me was a decid- 
edly perfunctory “Cool.” 

Unfazed by her lack of enthusi- 
asm, I continued to stare at him, only 
glancing away when he attempted to 
return my gaze. At no point did | 
think this strange; an in-depth men- 
tal evaluation of whether I should go 
talk to him was fully occupying my 
thoughts. After approximately five 
minutes of this, he headed out of the 
store, finally catching me mid-leer. 
We locked eyes, and he gave me but a 
solemn nod — a classy move, consid- 
ering I was behaving like a bona fide 
creep. I was thunderstruck. 

I'm now free of the Hrudeyan rev- 
erie that seized me that day, although 
the process took me several weeks 
(during which | retold this story 
numerous times with considerably 
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Formal 
Business 
Casual 
Accessories 


Dress to Suit 


BOUTIQUE 


Hours: Tues—Sat 10 am—6 pm 
Closed Sun & Mon 





12070 Jasper Avenue 
780.482.1154 





| 12034 FORT ROAD « 780.472.0610 


| 
|| come check out our weekly specials 
| 


*BRING IN THIS AD FOR 10% OFF YOUR PURCHASE 





Kara-Lot 


lsecond hand store 








TO BOOK YOUR AD 


780.430.9003 








less irony). Even with my head rid 
of it, however, I can say with confi- 
dence: that nod is far and away the 
best thing I’ve ever gotten at Urba 
Outfitters. : 








Ned) SNe SUA MOP VF 


Fuzion Wine e a shiraz/malbec 


17 YEAR OLD SINGLE MALT SCOTCH © 


ie ke AMM se MMMM hit Re 


\ 


Signature 

Group 1488 
TULLIBARDINE 
WHISKEY BEER 


tm BYoyaerele 


dessert wine 


10% OFF 


. (EXCLUDES SALE ITEMS) , 


\ 


THE SIGNATURE GROUP OF STORES 


ALIGRA WINE & SPIRITS KEG N CORK 
entrance 58 LIQUOR COMPANY 
west edmonton mall 3845-99 street 


780.483.1083 780.461.0191 


CITY CENTRE SHERBROOKE 
WINE & SPIRITS LIQUOR STORE 
suite 203 city centre mall 11819 st. albert trail 


780.421.0015 780.455.4556 
LACOMBE PARK SPIRITS 


202 506a st. albert : Ww A! 
780.418.7275 1 « pass it aro 
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